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Bethel 


By P. M. MacDonald 


WENT with all my thoughts on gain ; 
How gather gold? how win applause ? 
Nor any weight of work, nor strain, 
Could drive me to another cause. 


But when sore-sick I laid me down, * 

Like some lone wanderer in the dark, 
Whose pillow is without the town 

On hills where hungry night-wolves bark, 


Kind heaven had chance to speak to me 
Above the roaring of my veins, 

And angels came in ministry 
To help me bear my cruel pains. 


Oh, then I found another cause, 
And learned to walk another way ; 
My shining mark is heaven’s applause, 
And pain-filled nights have changed to day. 


Toronto, CAN. 
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An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 
School Times for 1906 is now ready, and will be 
mailed free of charge to any reader, upon request. 
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Christianity. as.a Present Asset 
Christianity’s chief value is for this world—while 
we are in this world. It pays better for the Sresent, 
as well as for the future, than any other investment 
we can make. To be sure, that is never one’s reason 
for following Christ, —for if it were, one would not be 
a follower of Christ. But the immediate and temporal 
gain of Christianity is one of the unsought and un- 
expected blessings that the Saviour loves to bestow. 
Because this is God’s world, the observarice of God's 
laws brings better results here and now than the 


breaking of those laws. Honesty is one such law: 
honesty at the cost, if need be, of everything we have. 
And when such honesty controls a man and all his 
business, he finds that his business improves. Self- 
denial to the extreme of laying down life is another 
such law; and when self is thus trampled upon, 
Christ looks after that ignored self, and the man re- 
ceives **a hundredfold now in this time,’’ according 
to the promise. As representing Christ before the 
world, let us lay the emphasis upon men’s need of 
him now and here. For one who has gone into part- 
nership with Christ in this world need have little 
thought for the next. 
x 


China’s Awakening 

‘«The Yellow Peril’’ is turning into a golden 
gleam of hope. The church's baptism of blood in 
China a few years ago is resulting in the life that can 
come only from the shedding of blood. Dr. Hunter 
Corbett, after forty years’ labor in China, tells else- 
where in this issue what he sees to-day of promise 
and of need in that massive nation. The year 1906 
witnessed wonderful things there. Last spring one 
wrote of the revival at Wei Hsien : ‘‘ Men who have 
been twenty years in China say that they have never 
seen anything like it. As you know, the college here 
has nearly doubled its attendance in the last year, 
largely from non-Christian boys. This week, as a 
result of work done chiefly by their teachers and fel- 
low-students, nearly every one of these boys has deter- 
mined to become a Christian. And not ortly the boys, 
but two Confucian scholars of mature age, who taught 
the Chinese classics in the college, have come out with 
the same intention.’’ In the same month another 
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wrote from Tshing-tau : ‘* The people now are con- 
tributing their poor little bits of jewelry to the native 
pastors, praying them to open schools where the 
older women and girls who have not learned to read 
may go and get a little knowledge of the Chinese 
character, and then go home and help those in their 
homes who also do not know how to read. One native 
pastor here secured by actual count thirty-nine ear- 
rings, fourteen finger-rings, three large silver hair- 
pins, and two pipes. One of the other pastors has 
received more than that. I should say that altogether 
there was almost a peck collected. Of course the 
intrinsic value is not great, but it is all the poor women 
have, and they gave it for a purpose. Many of these 
are heirlooms. They were all free-will offerings, as 
the pastors did not ask for them at all. People are 
being added to the church here every day.’’ It reads 
like apostolic times, But there are better days ahead 
than apostolic times ever saw, for it is the same 
Christ who is leading on. 


x 
Undermining Not a Healthy Process 


Our confidence in others deepens their confidence 
in us. The man who believes most in his fellow- 
men is the man whom men believe in most, —as they 
have every right to. For the whole world of men in 
their relations to each other is like a great banking 
institution : a man-draws out just about what he puts 
in, with a little interest added. And, as one has well ° 
said, ‘‘ No man strengthens his credit at friendship's 
bank by undermining that of another.’’ Believe in 
others, if you would be believed in. The very exer- 
cise of trusting others strengthens and builds up our 
own moral fiber. 
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The Why of Hard. Conditions 


UR natural tendency is to complain of the hard- 
ness or our conditions and limitations, our 
testings and tribulations, especially in compari- 

son with those of others. We take it as an injustice 
that another man has so much greater spiritual and 
moral resources than we have, that we win only with 
greatest difficulty a battle which another wins easily or 
does not have to fight at all, or that we are compelled 
to give up that which another is allowed to keep, when 
often we,are sure that he will not guard nearly so lov- 
ingly his treasure which he retains as we would have 
guarded ours which we have had to yield up. This 
problem of inequality probably constitutes to many of 
us the real problem of life. 

Our supposition is that if only these hard and un- 
equal conditions could be evened up and made easy 
and ideal the result would be beneficial. A prom. 
inent California educator declared recently at a ban- 
quet in Los Angeles that he believed that a new type 
of man was to be developed in southern California 
superior to anything that had been developed else- 
where or before. Beneath skies of perpetual summer, 
with all life lived out of doors, with nature affluent 
and tolerant and recklessly generous on every hand, a 
larger and nobler-natured man could be made. But 
itis not so, You can never breed as solid or robust or 
effective a man under unclouded sunshine and per- 
petual summer and amid orange groves and roses as 
can be bred among granite rocks and on a reluctant 
soil and amid storms and struggle. 

Making things easy, evening up, smoothing out the 
rough inequalities, will be of no sure or lasting benefit 
to men. So far as these inequalities have their roots 
within us they will all come back again. ‘‘John,’’ 
said a successful business man to a socialist working- 
man on his place, ‘‘I understand you want to divide 


everything up so that each one may have an equal 
share. Now, if we did that to- day, in fifteen years I 
would have all your share back again.’’ The differ- 
ence between the two men was not due to any external 
difference of lot. The successful man had started in 
as a day laborer. It was due to the different atti- 
tudes the two men took toward their outwardly 
similar conditions, And so far as these inequalities 
do not have their root within ourselves, but are a fact 
of our ordered lot, of what Peter calls our ‘‘ suffering 
by the will of God,’’ their ironing out or evening up 
would be positively harmful to us, For these trials, 
limitations, inequalities, as we deem them, are bene- 
ficial to us, and, so far as we are able to see, cannot 
possibly be spared from life, and from the school of 
life in which we are training. 

These things test men. They sift apart the weak 
and the strong, the useless and the useful. Thus they 
make it possible for the efficient men to combine their 
strength and act together. A great many men are in- 
effective and obstructive. Without some sifting influ- 
ence the good men would be swallowed up in this 
throng and their energies stifled. And in each man 
these tests try out force from the frailty, the true from 
the false, prove how-much. the man can endure and 
achieve. At Columbia University there is a very in- 
teresting little building whose sole purpose is to test 
alleged fire-proof flooring materials. The floor to be 
tested is built into this building as a roof. ‘* Under 
it is built a fierce fire, averaging 1,700 Fahrenheit. 
sometimes reaching 2,000. This is kept up for four 
hours, while delicate instruments measure the heat of 
the floor and its sagging under a load of pig iron, 150 
pounds to the square foot. Then water is turned on 
the whole, and after the floor has cooled a weight of 
600 pounds to the square foot is placed upon it. If 








146 ° 


it stands this tremendous test, the floor system is ap- 
proved. . Several have already stood it."’ Men need 
such tests as well as flooring materials. And the 
trials and hard conditions supply these tests and give 
men their class and the work which goes with their 
class. The blessing of the man who endures his tests 
is that he gets the crown of life which marks him as 
a true workman, a qualified son of the ever-working 
God. 

These things also harden men. In other words, 
they make character, which is the fixed image wherein 
the lines are cut abidingly. It is the hard conditions 
that do this. It is these which shut up life to its right 
possibilities alone. The New Testament writers say 
that they make steadfastness. Soft and easy condi- 
tions will not do this. ‘‘In future,’’ wrote Mr. 
Gtadstone at the age of twenty-thfee to a friend, ‘I 
hope circumstances will bind me down with a rigor 
which my natural sluggishness will find it impossible 
to elude... . . Periods like these, grievous generally in 
many of their results, are by no means unfavorable to 
the due growth and progress of individual character. 
I remember a very wise saying of Archidamus in 
Thucydides that the being educated ev roig avayxaioro- 
tog brings strength and efficacy to the character."* 
The passage in Thucydides to which he refers reads : 
. ‘* We should remember that man differs little from 
man, except that he turns out best who is trained in 
the sharpest school.'’ If any would like to read a 
noble tribute to the type of rigid and noble character 
developed in such a school, let him turn to Horace 
Bushnell's sermon on ‘‘ The Age of Homespun,"’ at 
the Litchfield County Centennial in 1851. ‘‘ Let no 
delicate spirit that despises work grow up in your 
sons and daughters,’ said Bushnell in closing. 
‘* Make these rocky hills smooth their faces and 
smile under your industry.’’ Such agriculture may 
not produce heavily in grain, but it bears a tremen- 
dous yield in character. The toils and testings of it 
expand without limit the list of things to which man 
will not surrender. 

And the hard things not only test and harden, they 
also refine. This is the noble imagery of the Old 
Testament. There God is thought of as the great 
refiner. ‘' He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, and refine 
them as gold and silver."' It is only in this light 
that we can understand the fierce discipline of God. 
For 

** Life is not as idle ore, 
But iron dug from central gloom, 
And heated hot with burning fears, 
And dipt in baths of hissing tears, 
And battered with the shocks of doom 
To shape and use.’’ 


Thus Tennyson puts it in ‘*In Memoriam.’” A 
lowlier poet in lines which have been quoted in this 
paper in years long past expresses it in ‘* God's 
Anvil’: 


** Pain’s furnace-heat within me quivers, 
God’s breath upon the flame doth blow, 
And all my heart in anguish shivers 
And trembles at the fiery glow. 
And yet I whisper, ‘ As Goi will!’ 
And in his hottest fire hold still. 


** He comes, and lays my heart, all heated, 
On the hard anvil, minded so 
Into his own fair shape to beat it 
With his great hammer, biow on blow! 
And yet I whisper, ‘ As God will !’ 
And at his heaviest blows hold still. 


** He takes my softened heart and beats it; 
The sparks fly off at every blow. 
He turns it o’er and o’er, and heats it, 
And lets it cool, and makes it glow. 
And yet I whisper, * As God will!’ 
And in his mighty hand hold still. 


“ Why should I murmur? for the sorrow 
Thus only longer-lived would be ; 
Its end may come, and will, to-morrow, 
When God has done his work in me. 
So I say, trusting, ‘ As God will!’ 
And, trusting to the end, bold sul. 


* He kindles for my profit purely 
Affliction’s glowing, fiery brand ; 
And all his heaviest blows are surely 
Inflicted by a Master-hand. 
So I say, praying, ‘ As God will!’ 
And hope in him, and suffer still !”’ 


These are the hard things which refine and qualify 
for service. With the comfort wherewith we have 


been comforted of God in just such discipline are we’ 


able to comfort others also. 
we can help others to endure. 
make us, give life its finish. 


What we have endured 
Thus our hard things 
They endow it with its 
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power of fine service, and also illuminate it with the 
joy of the great hope, for ‘‘ tribulation worketh sted- 
fastness, and stedfastness, approvedness, and ap- 
provedness, hope.”’ 

And then the hard things positively stimulate and 
inspire men. ‘‘It is the boys who have faced and 
conquered hard physical jobs,’’ said General S, C. 
Armstrong, ‘‘that become the men. of endurance 
later. ... God's hand points to a steep and craggy 
height. It must be climbed, Iwill climb it.... I 
have had a taste of blood; that is, I have had the 
taste of life and work—cannot live without the arena. 
I must be in it. . . . Despair shakes his skinny fingers 
and glares his hideous eyes on me to little purpose. 
I feel happy when all my powers of resistance are 
taxed,"’ , This was the spirit of Paul, ‘I rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God,’’ he said, ‘*And not only 
so, but we also rejoice in our tribulations."’ The 
presence of difficulties, of opposition, of adversaries, 
aroused his spirit. He rejoiced to embrace oppor- 
tunities of work which brought him into collision with 
such hard conditions. ‘'I determined to remain at 
Ephesus until Pentecost,’’ he declared, ‘‘ for a great 
door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are 
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many adversaries.” And even our Lord himself 
must have felt the keen joy of his difficulties. To 
redeem man as he redeemed him, by becoming man, 
and then with human hands undoing what human 
hands had done, saving human nature by taking it on 
himself and saving it by itself—how glorious and in- 
spiring the very consciousness of it and of the hard- 
ness of it must have been to him! If he so endured, 
what are we that we should complain ? 

It is all right, accordingly, to be in a world with evil 
in it. It is perilous, but it need not be fatal, It can 
be best.. We see here not an explanation of the 
problem of sorrow and pain, but the moral use of 
them ; ‘as instruments by which God is pleased to 
forward that restoring process for which we are placed 
on earth,’’ as Gladstone wrote on the occasion of the 
death of his mother. It is better for us to find things 
hard. The result we seek may be harder to attain, 


- but it is the process, not the result, which is life. 


And thus also we realize the significance and the 
privilege of the chastisement of God, the discipline 
without which we are not sons. In all our tribula- 
tions, therefore, let us rejoice and be glad, and shout 
for joy. 
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Our Bent and God’s Calls 


God chooses not as man chooses, For God evi- 
dently is most concerned with the meeting of need, 
knowing what 47s power can do for such need, while 
man uSually thinks most of his own liking or seeming 
ability for a work, ignoring the possibility of God's 
galvanizing man’s inability into power. Therefore it 
is better to let God choose our work for us than to 
choose it ourselves. An earnest Illinois reader seeks 
light on this problem. He writes: 


There is something that I would thank you to discuss in the 
Notes on Open Letters, and that is God's calls. How are we 
to know when God calls us? In what way will it be indicated 
to us that we are called of him to some special work in his 
Kingdom? This thought has perplexed me not a little, and 
I doubt not but that others have met with similar difficulty. 

For some time past, nearly four years, friends, many of them, 
have said that I ought to enter the ministry, and I myself have 
felt that way, that I perhaps ought to devote my entire time 
to His service, especially the work of the ministry, which I 
truly love with all my heart. But if any one asks, ‘* Has God 
given you a definite call?’* I cannot positively say ‘‘ Yes.” 

In your opinion, ought I to wait for some definite inspira- 
tion, or is a deep-love for the work and a seeming” fitness suf~ 
ficient ? 


A strong inclination toward a certain kind of work, 
and seeming facility in doing that work, are, as a 
rule, barriers rather than helps to success in that field. 
Real success comes from working up-hill, not from 
sliding down ; therefore to enter upon that which, be- 
cause of natural impulse and ‘* fitness,’’ is easy, is 
likely to dwarf rather than cultivate one’s powers. 
Growth in muscle and intellect and ability comes 
from resistance, not from acquiescence. Overcoming 
is the price of efficiency in every field. This is not 
mere opinion or theory ; sacred and secular history, 
and present-day life, are so filled with illustrations of 
this truth that the wonder is that people are so slow 
to see it. From the day of Moses the reluctant who 
thought more of his own evident unfitness for the 
mission to which God called him than he did of 
God's call, and who well-nigh defeated God's plans 
and almost wrecked his nation by insisting on calling 
in Aaron whose ‘‘ fitness’’ was so apparent, down to 
the making of a Demosthenes by dogged, heroic vic- 
tory over a ‘‘fatal’’ impediment of speech, and again 
in our own generation, when a world’s record in the 
high-jump was broken by a college student who took 
up jumping to strengthen an almost he!pless limb, and 
a deaf, dumb, and blind girl has scored attainments 
that shame most of us with five senses, the whole path- 
way to real service seems to be marked with guide- 
posts warning us away from following our ‘: bents,"’ 
and summoning us to the choice of that which comes 
hard. 

A young student at Northfield once asked the late 
H. Clay Trumbull to advise him in his life-work, 
Saying that he felt strongly called to enter the field of 
religious journalism because of his special fitness for 
it. ‘* What makes-you think you have a special fit- 
ness for editorial work ?** asked Dr. Trumbull. «* Be- 
cause writing is particularly easy for me,’’ was the 
answer. ‘‘ Well, you might make an editor in spite 
of that fact,’” was Dr. Trumbull's reply, ‘* but I con- 
fess the odds are heavily against you.'" And they 
were. That young man, in attempting to pass upon 


his own fitness, had missed two points: first, that 
writing is a very small part, sometimes an utterly un- 
important part, of an editor's work ; and second, that 
good writing is almost never easy writing. The best 
writing, like the best work in every field, is that for 
which has been paid the price of costly, life-draining 
effort. 

It is important to recognize this in seeking to know 
God's call to us. God is likely to call us into a form 
of work where we can serve.most effectively, and such 
work is likely to be against, not parallel with, our bent 
or inclination. Moreover, God’s call will be made 
plain and unmistakable when one drops every pre- 
conceived notion as to his own fitness or desire, and 
seeks to know only what God would have him do. 
The call may be revealed in any one of a thousand 
different ways. Dr. Trumbull used to say that in his 
own case God's call was usually manifested in the 
shape of a firm and vigorous hand laid on him from 
the rear, pushing him unmistakably and often flatly 
against his own will into a given path. One's present 
obligations and duties are factors that must not be 
ignored. The need and opportunity for service, as 
one sees it, should be considered. Not ‘* what can 
I do?”’’ nor ‘*what am I best fitted for?’’ is the 
question; but ‘‘what is the need which God is 
making plain to me, and which ought to be met ?*’— 
such a question as that may help to give one the 
right view-point. It may be God’s will that this 
earnest Illinois reader should enter the Christian min- 
istry. Or God may have other work more important 
for him to do than that. What God likes, not what 
we like ; what God calls to, not what we think we are 
fitted for, are the conditions, When we face squarely 
toward God, recognizing these conditions, his call to 
us will be made plain, 


Congregationalist or Presbyterian ? 
Although The Sunday School Times is an infer- 
denominational paper, it has never been w#denomi- 
national, Its editors and writers have always been 
loyal workers in the different branches of the Christian 
church with which they were respectively affiliated. An 
Arkansas Baptist pastor now asks concerning the late 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, former Editor of the Times ; 

I wish to know with certainty whether your honored father 
was a Congregationalist or a Presbyterian. Will you kindly 
inform me? 

“ «I'm a Presbyterian layman, and a Congregational 
clergyman,’’ was the answer Dr. Trumbull used to 
make when this question was asked of him. He first 
united with the Congregationalist church in Hartford, 
Connecticut, in 1852, and asa member of that church 
he was ordained as an army chaplain when he joined 
his Connecticut regiment in 1862,—<‘* with no theo- 
logical training,’’ writes his biographer, ‘‘ but with 
an acquired expertness in biology.’’, When, in 1875, 
he moved to Philadelphia to take charge of The Sun- 
day School Times, the only Congregationalist church 
in the city was miles from his home; therefore he 
connected himself with a near-by Presbyterian church, 
in which he remained for more than thirty years, un- 
til his death in 1903. 
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The Awakening and Call of China 





N THE great sacred mountain of Tai Shan, near 
the home of Confucius, many temples abound. 
There are also inscriptions on the rocks com- 


memorating the visits of emperors, of sages, of states- - 


men and great men, which seem to point to that 


mountain as one of the oldest in the world’s history. 


No one can stand by the great mound covering the 
grave of Confucius, in a graveyard that is unique 
among the cemeteries of the earth, —for two thousand 
years no one except a lineal descendant of Confucius 
has been buried in that vast cemetery, —without being 


* profoundly impressed with the power of that man, 


haw he has impressed his life upon those millions, 
upon the mode of their lives, all these centuries. His 
writings have been memorized and recited by every 
educated man in China, 

China is a country peculiarly favored for a great 
people, full of promise for the future. It has nearly 
three thousand miles of seacoast ; it has noble rivers 
and lakes, capable of extensive navigation. That the 
country is rich beyond words is proved by the fact 
that all those millions, during the centuries, without 
manufactures, without railroads, without steamers, 
have been able to live largely by agriculture and by 
fishing and home industries. The coal-fields of that 
land are said by experts from the western countries to 
surpass any known in the world in extent, and to be 
equal to any in quality. The skill of the people in 
many lines is unsurpassed. Their carvings in ivory 
and in wood, their lacquer-ware, their beautiful pat- 
terns in silk and satin, woven by the same kind of 
hand-mills that were in use two thousand years ago, 
are unsurpassed to-day by any produced by the mod- 
ern machinery of the West. 

But why has a land with such a people and with 
such a country been so backward? Why do they so 
tenaciously resist the Western civilization? We 
must understand this people in order to be able to 
give an intelligent answer. The first thing we must 
understand is that they have been taught from genera- 
tion to generation that their Golden Age was in the 
past, away back before the days of Confucius, thou- 
sands of years ago, and that the nearer they keep’ to 
the customs of those days the more blessed shall it 
be for them. From this standpoint, why should they 
want to have anything to do with the outside world 
and other civilizations? Grant them their premises, 
and their conclusions are right. 

To do justice to China, we must glance at the 
wrongs that have been done to that people by the 
West. No words, no argument, can justify that 
opium traffic which, at the point of the sword, they 
were compelled to legalize. During the last sixty years 
Great Britain has received from China £265,000, 000 
sterling—more than $1, 300,000, ooo—for opium alone. 
Then you must add to that the extra cost, perhaps 
double, as the opium is circulated all over the land 
and sold. Not only that, but the indemnities that 
have been forced upon China by sending arms and 
compelling them to submit when they were trying to 
resist what they regarded as wrongs beyond the power 
of words to portray. Is it any. wonder that when, all 
over the land, the Chinamen constantly saw these 
opium wrecks, accursed, bringing untold misery upon 
their wives and children, they attributed all that to 
the outside world that had fastened it upon them ? 
That they, in early times, made no distinction between 
different nations, that all foreigners were foreigners 
from their standpoint? 

Then you will remember, perhaps, that a little 
more than twenty years ago, France sent over her men- 
of-war, and they went up the river Min at Fu Chau, 
passing the forts of a peaceable country ; and when 
they got into the harbor, they opened fire and killed 
several thousand of the Chinese and destroyed many 
of their gun-boats. ‘This they did trying to reclaim 
from China a great indemnity which they demanded 
for going to Cochin-China to put down the resistance 
of those people who refused to submit to the French 
jurisdiction. 

Eleven years ago I spent one of the most anxious 
days ot my life. It was at the close of the war be- 
tween China and Japan. China had ceded Formosa, 
Port Arthur, and Southern Manchuria to Japan. 
Li Hung Chang was sent over to Japan to draft a 
treaty. The Chinese Government invited the Hon. 
John W. Foster, of our own country, to assist the 
Chinese. They drafted the treaty ; it was submitted 
at Peking and at Tokyo, and approved ; the commis- 
sioners were to come to Chefoo at a certain day and 


By Hunter Corbett, D.D. 


Moderator of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S. A., and for 
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Dr. Corbett, after a brief furlough in this country, 
is now on his way back to his beloved field of labor 
in order to be present at the great conference which 
is to be held in Shanghai from April 25 to May 5s, 
celebrating one hundred years of Protestant mis- 
sions in China. There are seventy-one different 
missionary organizations represented in the work 
there. ‘“‘Surely.”” says Dr. Corbett, “‘ the federa- 
tion of the churches there is a vital question.”” His 
parting message to his American friends is; ‘‘ Pray 
tor China,” 








exchange the treaties ; Secretary Foster was invited 
to come along. 

On the morning of that day, Russia, Germany, and 
France united and sent to the emperor of Japan an 
ultimatum to the effect that the integrity of China 
must be preserved at any cost, and they gave him 
twenty-four hours to decide whether or not he would 
give back Port Arthur and Southern Manchuria ; 
otherwise war was to be declared. They began clear- 
ing the decks of the ships in our harbors there for 
action ; they moved their furniture on shore; they 
secured every ton of coal in the place. 

By agreement, the parties met at twelve o'clock ; 
nothing was done. ‘Telegrams were flying all day 
long. They met again at four o’ clock, and adjourned 
until eight ; nothing was done. They met again at 
eight, and adjourned until twelve ; nothing was done. 
We almost held our breaths ; we did not know but 
what we were on the edge of a war that would shake 
the whole world. At three o'clock in the morning a 
telegram came from Japan yielding the point, and 
the trouble passed over. 

But we all felt that the seed sowed that day would 
soon bear abundant harvest, and you have already 
seen a part of it in the last war between Russia and 
Japan. ‘ In coming years there are other nations to be 
dealt with. How was this integrity, which those nations 
claimed must be preserved, preserved at any cost ? 

The following year Germany sent men-of-war and 
seized the port of Tsingtao in Shantung,—one of the 
finest ports in China,—and landed a force there be- 
cause two Roman Catholic priests had lost their lives 
in the interior during a riot. They took possession 
of the place, and they hold it to this day. They 
claimed all the territory in a circuit twenty miles 
round, and all the Chinese in that thickly populated 
district of that rich country are to-day enrolled as 
German subjects, compelled against their will to pay 
taxes to the German Empire; if they violate their 
laws they are be1eaded, 

The Germans insisted on building a railroad across 
that province. The railroad ran across many ceme- 
teries in its course, and to the Chinese this’is sacri- 
lege of the worst and most abominable dye. The 
Chinese remonstrated in every way ; they threw them- 
selves on their faces and pleaded that it snould not 
be done ; many of them lost their lives. There is 
where the Boxer trouble arose. 

The following year the Russians brought such 
pressure on China that she was obliged to give them 
a right of way to build a railroad across Manchuria. 
To secure that right of way and keep order, Russia 
claimed that it was necessary to send a viceroy and 
foreign troops, and to establish soldiers’ camps all 
over that great province ; they practically took con- 
trol of the Chinese, and assumed jurisdiction over 
them. France, too, became urgent on the south- 
west. There was a map published, dividing the 
country ; it was taken for granted that the time had 
come to divide China, So much was set apart for 
Great Britain ; so much for Germany ; so much for 
Russia; the whole country was partitioned. The 
people rose up in terror, and cried out: ‘*Why are 
we going to be treated like the Africans, our country 
taken from us?"’’ And this was the cause that led to 
that great Boxer uprising which brought sorrow and 
death everywhere throughout the empire. What 
would. we have done under those circumstances? 
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What is China’s greatest need? The first and 
greatest necessity is that the nations which have 
treated with China shall assure them, beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt, that the division of China is one of 
the things of the past ; that China shall hereafter be 
dealt with justly. Let us win their confidence, not 
have them jealous and fearful of us as they have been 
in the past, thinking that we mean them harm, and 
only harm. 

Then we ought to send from our government, and 
from the different governments oi Europe, wise and 
good men, ministers and consuls, statesmanlike men 


- who have sympathy with the Chinese in their strug- 


gles for freedom and change, whg will counsel them in 
their perils and hold before them what will be a bene- 
fit to their nation. Take, for instance, the question 
of colonization ; it would be true philanthropy to show 
the Chinese how to remove the millions from those 
crowded centers and lead them to coloniz: the outly- 
ing districts. We ought to secure experts from dif- 
ferent countries to teach them irrigation, and how, in 
various ways, to enrich their country. 

And then the church, What is the duty of the 
church? Is jt not to send to China our best educated 
and most gifted young men and women, who will 
learn the language, who will take advantage of the 
great awakening and assist in teaching in the colleges 
and schools now being opened all over China? Why, 
they are bidding to-day for the young men and 
women we are educating in the mission schools ; offer- 
ing them four or five times the salary we can afford to 
give ; knowing that they are Christians, knowing that 
they will keep the Sabbath, they bid them welcome. 

What kind of Christians do they make? What is 
the result of mission work? In the last six years, 
since the Boxer uprising, 50,000 new converts have 
been added to the Christian church in China, more 
than in the first sixty years of missionary work in that 
land. At the same rate of increase, another fifty 
years will give us millions of converts in China. But 
God does not work by man’s arithmetic. I feel that 
if God's people of every name, in this land and in 
every Christian land, are obedient to the command of 
the Saviour to go forth and preach the word of God to 
every creature, by the blessing of God in fifty years 
that land, and every land, may be won for Christ. 

During the Boxer uprising one hundred and eighty- 
eight missionaries, including their families and chil- 
dren, were martyrs to the truth, and thirty or forty 
thousand native Christians, men and women. Many 
of these native Christians might have escaped with 
their lives if they had simply said ; ‘* We will give up 
Christianity and have nothing more to do with it.’’ 


But no, they said to the furious mob: ‘* Yes, we are 
Christians ; we love Jesus more than we love life and 
all besides.’ They committed their souls to Jesus’ 


care, they sang his praises, and they suffered them- 
selves to be literally hacked in pieces, to be speared, 
to be beheaded, to be burned at the stake. Do you 
want any stronger evidence of sincerity than that? 
Could we have done better than that? A nation and 
a people that will produce such heroes—not one or 
two, but thousands and thousands—surely there is a 
great future for such a people! Has God spared 
that nation all these centuries without some great 
purpose to accomplish? And now shall we be 
neglectful of the opportunity before us? A million or 
two of dollars now invested there in educational work, 
in helping to train the teachers, will be money in- 
vested that will bear an abundant interest. 

I hope soon to return to China, there to spend the 
rest of my life. I shall go back hopeful and en- 
couraged by what I have seen in America, at the 
deepened interest in missions compared with what it 
was forty years ago and at the hopeful outlook on the 
other side—Japan and Corea open and the whole 
country waiting. We are promised in the near futue 
a constitutional form of government and a parliament 
in China. We are to have new colleges and schools 
in which western science is to occupy a prominent 
place, and western learning and methods are to be 
taught throughout the land. The outlook is full of 
hope. Will you do what you can to help us? Shall 
I tell the people when I go back that you sympathize 
with them, that you intend that justice shall be done 
to them? President Roosevelt recently said to me : 
** Tell the Chinese for me that I am determined that, 
so far as I can control it, justice shall be done to 
China.’’ And that is all that China asks. 

Wooster. On10. 
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LESSON I. 


Gen. 28 : 1-5, 10-22.. 





APRIL 7. JACOB’S VISION AND GOD’S PROMISE 


(Read Gen. 27 : 46 to 28 : 22.) Memory verses: 13, 14 
Golden Text: Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee whithersoever thou goest.—Ger.. 28 2 15 
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COMMON VERSION 


1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, 
and charged him, and said unto him. Thou 
shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Ca- 
naan. 

2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of 
Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a 
wife from thence of the daughters of Laban 
thy mother’s brother. 

3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make 
thee fruitful, and makinty thee, that thou 
mayest be a multitude of people ; 

4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, 
to thee, and to thy seed with thee ; that thou 
mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 

5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went 
to Padan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel 
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's 
and Esau’s n.other. 


. . 


10 J And Jacob went out from Beersheba, 
and went toward Haran. 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and 
tarried there all night, because the sun was 
set; and he took of the stones of that place, 
and put ¢hem for his pillows, and lay down in 
that place to sleep. 

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. 

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, 
and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land 
whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed ; 

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the 
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t And Isaac called Jacob, and -blessed him, 
and charged him, and said unto him, Thou 
shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Ca- 
naan, 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the 
house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and 
take thee a wife from thence of the daughters 
of Laban thy mother’s brother. 3 And !God 
Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a com- 
pany of peoples ; 4 and give thee the blessing 
of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with 
thee ; that thou mayest inherit the land of thy 
sojournings, which God gave unto Abraham. 
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went 
to Paddan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel 
the * Syrian, the brother of R~bekah, Jacob's 
and Esau's mother. 

10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, 
and went toward Haran. 11 And he lighted 
upon 8a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took 
one of the stones of the place, and put it under 
his head, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
12 And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set 


up on the earth, and the top of it reached to - 


heaven: and behold, the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. 13 And, 
behold, Jehovah stood ¢ above it, and said, I 
am Jehovah, the God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou 
liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; 
14 and thy seed shall be as the dust of the 
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earth; and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to 
the south : and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all p/aces whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this land ; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done ¢ha?¢ which I 
have spoken to thee of. 

16 | And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, 
and he said, Surely the LORD isin this place ; 
and I knew ## not. 

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dread- 
ful is this place! this #s none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 
and took the stone that he had put /oz his pil- 
‘ows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured 
oil upon the top of it. 

19 And he called the name of that place’ 
Beth-el.; but the name of that city was cadled 
Luz at the first. 

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God 
will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
Taiment to put on, 

21 So that I come again to my father’s 
aoe in peace ; then shall the LORD be my 

od: 

22 And this stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God's house: and of ail that 
thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee. 


1 Heb. El Shaddai, * Heb. Aramean. 3% Heb. 
6 That is, The house of God. 1 Or, Then shall Jehoz 


See 
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earth, and thou shalt 5spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to 
the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee whithersoever thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land ; for I will not leave 
thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. 16 And Jacob awaked out 
of his sleep, and he said, Surely Jehovah is in 
this place; and I knew it not. 17 And he 


was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this. 


place! this is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 
and took the stone that Le had put under his 
head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured 
oil upon the top of it. 19 And he called the 
name of that place 6 Beth-el: but the name 
of the city was Luz at the first. 20 And Jacob 
vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, 
and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, 21% so that I come again to my father's 
house in peace, 7and Jehovah will be my 
God, 22 then this stone, which I have set up 
for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. 


the place: 4*Or, beside him 5 Heb. break forth. 
rah be my God, and this stone &c, 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


O WHAT kind of people is God most ready to 
i 3 send special help, good Peele or bad people ? 
Try that question, asked abruptly of your pu- 
pils, as your opetiing word on the lesson. Whichever 
answer you get, ask ‘‘why ?” and insist on getting 
a reason. ou are likely to get the answer ‘‘ good 
people,”—and if you do, you have your opportunity 
to startle your class a little by disagreeing with that 
answer. The fact is, the question is perhaps a little 
unfair, for the probable truth is that God is always 
ready to send speciai help to all of his children, good 
or bad. But the question should set wits to work, 
and if any of the class are bright enough to see the 
underlying truth from the start, so much the better. 
The particular 6pportunity of this week’s lesson is to 
show God’s wonderful, unexpected readiness to send 
special help to those whom we should call ‘‘ bad” 
rather than ‘‘ good,”—those who have not been serv- 
ing him, but who have been deliberately, persistently, 
sinfully seeking their own selfish ends. 

What kind of fellow was Jacob? A moment of 
review will refresh everyone’s memory. Only two 
incidents of his life have so far been given to us, but 
they are enough,—the pottage bargain, and the fool- 
ing of a blind old father. Neither affair had brought 
much of a blessing yet: wasitever going to? Notice 
Professor Beecher’s positive comment (on v. 4) on 
this. 

One result was plain enough, however: Javob 
must be exiled from the land to save his life. His 
mother Rebekah, always shrewd and resourceful, 
wants him to go with his father’s renewed blessing 
upon him, and so arranges (Gen. 27 : 46 to 28 : 1-5). 
The pitiful contrast of the actual facts of the situa- 
tion as over against Isaac’s probable view of them is 
vividly drawn by Professor Beecher, in his fourth 
paragraph (on ‘* Persons”). The common practise 
of marrying cousins is commented on by Mrs. Howie, 
in her first two paragraphs. 

And row the good-byes have been said—have you 
any boys or girls in your class who know what it is 
to say good-bye to mother for even a short visit away 
from home ?—and this big boy, perhaps what we to- 
day would almost call an old man, has started out on 
a long, lonely, perilous journey into a strange land. 
Things looked pretty dark to him just then, and all 
the darker because of his consciousness of sin. We 
don’t have to wait for the next world to taste the 
wages of sip. We all know this. Mr. Ridgway’s 
second paragraph draws the picture of Jacob's misery 
just as 1t must have been. 

Early in his journey northward (let some one out- 
line the route on the map) Jacob came to a certain 
place,—and his stop there could not have been acci- 
dental. He must have had the story from Isaac 
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more than once, as Isaac had had it from Abraham, 
—how the altar had been built near Luz by Abraham 
when he had first come into this promised land 
almost a hundred and fifty years before. We look on 
sites of Revolutionary times (1776) as dating a good 
while ago; do we realize that the original consecrating 


,of Bethel by his grandfather was as long before 


Jacob's visit there as the time between Revolutionary 
events and to-day ? 

Picture the situation now as vividly as you can: 
this wayward, selfish, scheming, deceitful man, an 
outcast, lying there in sleep, his head on a stone pil- 
low, at the very spot where Abraham had worshiped 
God long before,—an unworthy descendant of one of 
the great characters of history. Does he deserve 
God’s help? Does he need God's help? How differ- 
ent the answers to those two questions! But the 
answer to the first gives the answer to the second. 





The Mystery Box 


Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible, Answers to all the other questions can be 

" found in the lesson articles, or in the italic sen- 
fences between articles, in this issue, 





1. What were the two reasons for the departure 
of Jacob from Beersheba? 

2. Mention a Psalm which isan appropriate read- 
ing for this lesson. ; 
| 3. For whose sake does many a blessing come 
into our lives ? 

4. What are three great way-marks in -life’s 
journey ? 

5. Near what city was Bethel? 

6. Quote a Bivle reference that shows that God 
prospers good givers, 

7. When duty calls us away from home, toward 
what may it be calling us ? 

8. Who is our one way of getting to God to-day? 

9. Tell the story of Bishop McCabe and the 
hackman. 

to, What are the words of the verse: which was 
written on a slip of paper that a missionary lost in 
Tibet ? 

11. What well-known hymn refers to Jacob’s ex- 
perience here ? 

12. If every Christian in England gave a tenth to 
the Lord, how much would that amount toin a year. 

13. Where does the margin of the American .Re- 
vision say that God stood as he talked to Jacob? 

14. What is the gate of heaven for many a man? 

15. Through how many chapters of Genesis does 
the life-story of Jacob extend ? 








Beeause he deserves nothing, he needs everything. 
And it is those who deserve least whom God: seems 
to delight in overwhelming by the unsearchable 
riches of his love. There is the only hope for you 
and me: that God never seems to question what a 
man’s deserts are, but only to be concerned with 
meeting his needs. And God knew that Jacob’s 
needs just now made him peculiarly ready to receive 
the new revelation of Himself. Mr. Gordon’s second 
paragraph explains this. 

It was a wonderful picture that tired-out, miserable, 
sin-bound Jacob saw in his sleep that night. The 
winsomeness of it is made very plain by Mr. Gordon, 
in his fourth paragraph. The four precious parts of 
the promise made by God that night are .set down in 
Mr. Gordon's eighth paragraph. 

Was God ‘‘ partial” to Jacob? Did he promise 
him more than He promises us? No. We are bet- 
ter off than Jacob was. God is giving us more than 
he cou/d give him. Our ladder to heaven is a more 
real and precious one than was Jacob’s,—it is the 
Son of God himself (Ridgway, fourth paragraph ; 
Gordon, fifth paragraph). God. is with us in all that 
we do; but we do not always recognize this, just as 
people used to fail to recognize the presence of elec- 
tricity (third Illustration). 

Jacob’s bargaining spirit is often criticized, and 
rightly so; but it is better to make a bargain with 
God than to have no dealings with him at all, and, 
as one of the sentence-thoughts put it, ‘‘d good 
many who criticize —_* argain with God are 
living a great way below its terms.” Indeed, Pro- 
fessor Beecher (on v. 20) takes the ground that this 
was no bargain at all, but a business-like promise by 
ye The details of Jacob’s promise are set down 

y Professor Sanders (seventh paragraph). 

Was the change in Jacob’s character that began 
that night too much of a miracle to believe? Was it 
more of a change than God worked in S. H. Hadley 
or John B. Gough? Use the coal-tar illustration here 
(second Illustration). 

If the only Bible heroes were Pauls and John the 
Baptists ont Noahs and Abrahams and Enochs, men 


* especially used of God and seemingly freer from sin 


and failure than most of us, Bible-study would be dis- 
couraging. But when we see what God was willing 
to do -_— a Jacob, and what, with Jacob’s co-opera- 
tion, he could finally dé with him, we ought to be en- 
couraged. For it shows us that God's love and power, 
never our merit or ability, is our entire hope. He 
seeks us before we seek: him. We love him because 
he first loved us. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 
Read the whole story of Jacob at a sitting (Genesis 25 to 
50 inclusive). 
The best way to get hold of any one is to give him 
heavier responsibility (Beecher, on verses 12-15). 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Gen. 28: 1-5, 10-22) 


The common use of stones for pillows to-day (Ruby S, 
Howie). 

Whose promise of help would we honestly rather have, 
God’s or Carnegie’s ? (Ridgway, 6.) 

Are we all willing to meet God unexpectedly? (Ridg- 
way, 7. 
T % aia gain and duty of tithing (Round Table, 
last two paragraphs). 

The leading truths of this lesson explained simply for 
boys (Foster, throughout). 

Why did not Jacob’s parents wish him to marry a Canaan- 
ite woman ? (Foster, 3.) 

Three great places in Jacob’s life, and what they stood 
for (Dunning, 1). 

Did Jacob pray before sleeping that night ? (Dunning, 3.) 

PHILADELPHIA. “ 


We think of our lives as ends in themselves ; God 
thinks of them as links in a great chain. 


a 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


HE story of Jacob begins in the twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of Genesis, and extends through that and 
the following twenty-five chapters. One ought 

to get a grasp upon the story as a whole, and ought 
to interpret the parts by the whole. Jacob is a man 


of great capabilities, intellectual and moral, and he .. 


has gone wrong. His going wrong is of that most 
hopeless type in which one violates truth and justice 
and comradeship and fair play for the sake of selfish 
advantages. In this lesson Jacob is entering upon a 
new stage of his unregenerate life. Jehovah has 
purposes of mercy toward him, and vouchsafes to 
him a great revelation. Jacob does not yield at once, 
but he never forgets the message, and it bears fruit 
after many years (Gen. 31 : 3, 13, etc.). 


How to Locate this Lesson 


Time.—Perhaps when Jacob was a little more than 
sixty years old. See Lesson for March 17. Perhaps 
about 1784 B.C. 

Place.—Bethel, near the city of Luz, in Canaan. 
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Persons.—Isaac, old and blind, and supposed to be 
near death, though in fact he lived many decades 
longer. He remembers the time when Abraham's 
senior servant, at the head of a splendid and well 
appointed caravan, had gone to Mesopotamia and 
brought kim Rebekah ; and he doubtless has it in 
mind that an equally stately caravan from his tribe 
is now setting out to bring a wife for his son Jacob ; 
and who so well fitted to head the caravan as Jacob 
himself? Jacob, as he receives his father’s blessing, 
knows that all this is an illusion. The facts are in 
contrast with what Isaac thinks them to be. Jacob 
knows that he is going secretly, a fugitive from Esau, 
that he cannot take a retinue because that would ex- 


pose him to destruction, that he is leaving his father’s © 


tribe exposed to calamities for lack of his skilful 
management, that he is going forth to perils and 
hardships, that in the circumstances he has, humanly 
speaking, no chance for a favorable marriage. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
Verses 3-4.—A company of peoples: Several peo- 





“ples assembled into one people. Fulfilled in the 


twelve-tribe Israelitish people.—7Zhe dlessing of 
Abraham: Isaac knows that the great promise- 


blessing will descend through Jacob, and not through | 
| Bible dreams in which God revealed himself. It 
} marks them sharply off from the distorted grotesque 


Esau; that Jacob wil! ultimately realize the blessing 
which Isaac had been deceived into pronouncing upon 
him. But it does not follow that Jacob received the 
promised blessings as the result of his fraudulent at- 
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tempts to gain them; and the narrative clearly affirms 
the contrary. 

Verse 5.—TZ7he Syrian: A Greek designation, for 
which it would be better to substitute uniformly ‘‘ the 
Aramean,” as in margin of American Revision. The 
descendants of the emigrants who left Ur with Terah 
separated into two divisions. Those who did not 
come to Palestine with Abram mingled their blood 
with that of the Aramean peoples east and west of 
the Euphrates. 

Verses 10-11.—7he place: So the margin. Not 
‘‘a certain place.” Jacob designedly stopped for the 
night at ‘‘the place” where Abram had worshiped 
(Gen. 12: 8; 13: 3) near the city of Luz, 

Verses 12-15.—-And he dreamed: Go as far as you 
please in accounting for his dream by the circum- 
stances, the associations of the place, and its peculiar 
topography ; in any case the dream is God’s way of 
making the truth real to Jacob.—A /adder: The 
word is used only here. It makes no difference 
whether you picture it as a ladder or as stairs, or as 
an inclined plane. —/ehovah stood above it: Or 
‘*him” (see margin). It seemed to Jacob, as he lay 
there, that Jehovah was looking down upon him. 
Jehovah repeats to Jacob the promise that had been 
made to Abraham. The way to get hold of a large- 
brained man, even if he is wicked, is to make him 
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feel that he has great possibilities, and, therefore, 
great responsibilities. 

Verses 16-17.— Jehovah is in this place; and I 
knew it not: He had been taught it from childhood, 
but now for the first time he realized it.” The truth 
that Godis a ey | became fixed in his mind, though 
it did not come to full fruitage till many years /ater. 
— Was afraid; Not merely with reverential fear, but 
also with the fear of a man who is convinced that 
Ged is, and who yet remains disobedient. 

Verses 18-22.—And Jehovah will be my God, then 
this stone: This is the correct construction of the text 
of the American Revision, as differing from its mar- 
gin and from the text of the other versions, Jacob 
was not intellectually so weak as to make a con- 
ditional vow that Jehovah should be his God. Jacob's 
vow is a. business-like promise to perform certain 
services, and is so far forth commendable, but, so far 
as appears, it is lacking in such essential characters 
as gratitude, contrition, and a repentant mind. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


% 
Many a blessing which we believe comes for our 


sakes comes only for the sake of those who must be 
reached through us. 


oe 


Fhe Awakening of Jacob 


By S. D. Gordon 


OD is wooing Jacob up the heights here. On 
the surface there’s a queer look to this incident 


that has bothered a good many. Jacob had. 


just played a mean, contemptible part as a liar and 
cheat. He is a fugitive because of his brother’s 
wrath. Yet here at once God comes and promises 
great blessing. It looks on the surface like an ap- 
provalof Jacob’sconduct. Manya man has taken such 
a promise as God's approval of what he has been do- 
ing. Yet a broader look quickly sets one right here. 
Jacob is the man God must use. His plan for a na- 
tion, and through that nation for a world, centers in 
this man. The promise to Abraham must be carried 
out through one of these two grandsons, Clearly Ja- 
cob is the more usable and dependable of the two. 
But he must be radically changed before he can be 
used.. This story is the beginning of the change. 
God is trying to woo this man out of the low level of 
his present life, up the heights where he can be used. 
God is ever wooing us up to the higher levels, He 
needs touse us. He can use us if: we will respond 
to his upward drawing. 

Love is intuitive. It knows best what to do, and 
how to go about it. God is very wise here in his woo- 
ing. He seizes upon a time when everything was 
favorable for his purpose. Ina favorite phrase of to- 
day, it was ‘‘the psychological moment.”’ A day’s 
journey away from home would bring homesickness 
to this mother’s boy. The strangeness of the place, 
the absence of the usual home conveniences, the lone- 
liness of the night, the possible sense of remorse and 
shame over his conduct, the fear of his brother’s an- 
ger—all these would tend to the breaking down of 
the stubbornness so strong in-him, to the softening 
of his heart, the opening of his spirit to the higher 
influences. So God uses circumstances and experi- 
ences as opening wedges for himself into our hearts. 

Jacob begins to wake up. It is toward God. It 
occurs in his sleep. He waked up while he was 
asleep. The physical Jacob slept, the inner Jacob 
waked up. He had been wide awake before to many 
things, but dead asleep to God ; awake to stock and 
breeding, to birthright privileges, and scheming, and 
lying, and selfishness ; sound asleep to the true 
wealth, to the higher birthright privileges, to simple 
strong trust in God, to honor and brotherliness. God 
is trying to wake him up. He has to come when the 
outer senses are off guard. He takes Jacob una- 
wares. Only so could he get into the inner spirit 
locked in by the outer senses. The inner spirit 
should be keenly alive, as well as the outer senses. 
That is the natural condition, though often not so. 
Each needs the other. The senses naturally devel- 
oped help to keep us from the extreme of being fanci- 
ful and visionary, in a weak, bad way. The spirit 
that is keenly awake to God holds the bodily senses 


‘true and steady to their true use. But many a time 
‘the senses have a padlock on the spirit and carry the 


key ; itis held prisoner. It was the strategy of love, 
this coming to Jacob in his sleep. Something more 
radical yet had to be done before the lower material 


“senses surrendered that key, and freed the spirit 


within for its true upward outward reach. But that 
is a later story. 
There is a clearness and definiteness about the 


mental pictures that we usually get in our dreams, 
In this case thereis arare winsomenesstoo. An open 


heaven, an easy way of getting up to it, and all the 
way up sympathetic messengers going back and 
forth between God and Jacob, God himself in full 
view at the ladder’s top looking down into the face 
of the man at the bottom, and talking to him; God 
at the top, Jacob at the bottom, a good flight of steps 
between, and angels speeding from one to the other— 
a rarely winsome picture to this lonely man. There 
is a finer touch yet, added by the margin of the 
American Revision, where it says that God stood not 
** above it,” but ** beside him.’’ Not even a ladder 
separating them! 

he ladder was a means of communication between 
Godand man. Earnest men groping after God have 
always felt painfully the distance, the gap, the break 
between man and God. Jesus quotes this passage to 
such aman, but with himself in the place of the lad- 
der. He is our one way of getting to God. The 
ladder was set up on the earth. It reached clear into 
heaven. Jesus took his footing on man’s level. He 
reaches clear up into the presence of the Father. He 
is the only one of earth who does. All others go up 
and get in through him. 

The onan didn’t come to Jacob ; they were with 
him already ; they ascended and descended. Their 
place was by his side keeping guard over him. They 
went up and came back. Perhaps they went up for 
fresh directions about him, and came back to con- 
tinue their loving guidance and guardianship. Maybe 
they went up for the sheer delight of singing praise 
before the throne, while others fresh from that came 
down to continue the personal service for this man. 
So is every man surrounded and guided and guarded. 
There is a cordon of shining ones around us all the 
while (Psa. 34: 7; 91: 11, 12; Heb. 1: 14). 

Notice how God went about winning Jacob out of 
his sin and selfishness. He simply revealed himself. 
It is his favorite method, then and now. He does 
not speak of Jacob’s sin. Yet the effect is to make 
Jacob afraid. Sin always makes one afraid of God. 
A sight of God always brings an inner sense of sin, 
and that brings fear. Jacob’s fear is not the rever- 
ential fear of love ; it is the doubting, dreading sense 
of shrinking by one who realizes hisown wrong. The 
sense of God’s presence makes one’s sin stand out ; 


‘the contrast with him is painfully felt. Only through 


Jesus can a man find peace in the thought of God’s 
presence. The true life is lived in the consciousness 
of that great presence, yet there is always the sense 
of needing to be cleansed. If we are to walk in the 
light there must be constant cleansing of the spots 
the light shows up. Constant contact with God calls 
for constant cleansing by God. A young man was 
wakened one summer morning just at break of dawn 
with a keen sense of the presence of God in his room, 
and with that there was such an acute sense of his 
own sinfulness as has remained with him through all 
the after years. 

There is an eagerness about God’s language here. 
It is the eagerness that earnest love is apt to use in 
its wooing. Four great things God proposes to do: 
‘Il am with thee,” ‘1 will eep thee,” “I will 
bring thee back home,” ‘*\ will not leave thee”; his 
presence, his guardianship, his ever ruling guid- 
ance, his unfailing faithfulness. The greatest thing 
God gives is himself. And that he has given, his 
very breath in Eden to be our life, his blood on 
Calvary to be our new life, his re-breathing of him- 
self at Pentecost to be our continuous life. His 
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presence is always with us, O great God! we would 
respond eagerly to such wooing. 

Jacob made a great discovery,—‘' God is in this 
place.” God did notcome. Hewasthere. He sim- 
ply revealed himself. He did something to wake 
Jacob up to the fact of his presence. Most men need 
to have their attention called to the fact of the presence 
of God, and called repeatedly. Some men recognize 
him, and live in his presence simply and fully all the 
time. Enoch walked with God; maybe God was 
present in some way more evident to the senses than 
with us; yet far more likely not. God is always try- 
ing to let us know that he is here where we are. Je- 
sus came to be Immanuel--‘God with us.” n 
going away he sent the Holy Spirit—God in us. 

If one is on good terms with God, nothing so sweet- 
ens and steadies and simplifies life as to rea/-ize un- 
til it really becomes real to us this—God is in this 
place. If we are not on good terms, we are apt to be 
afraid, and say, ‘‘how dreadful!’ When through 
our glad surrender all is well then we say, with Je- 
sus, under every circumstance, and in every experi- 
ence, ‘ Father, glorify thy name ; do with me what 
seems best to thee.” 

There is a painful contrast between God and Jacob, 
God's gracious proposal and Jacob's response. Jacob 
begins his agreement with an ‘‘if.” It is a blanket 
if, covering carefully all that follows. He is careful 
to itemize his meals and clothes. His ‘‘keep” must 
be specific. The bargaining spirit, dominant in this 
shrewd breeder, enters into his dealings with God. 
Job said, ‘‘ though he slay me, I will trust;” and the 
closing scene of his life shows how lavish God is with 
such a trusting pe acob said, *‘if he does his 
part, then I will do as I agree.” Yet Jacob makes 
great strides forward here. He is clear ahead of 
where he was. This marks a distinct advance for 
him. This bargain was a help to himself, doubtless. 
It was a steadying reminder to him. He was a man 
to keep his word. A definite surrender of one’s self 
to God at some particular time helps greatly in time 
of temptation. It helps to hold one steady in the 
gale. A man mustn't break his word to God. 

Mapison, N. J. 

< 


The onward living comes from upward looking. 









“Oriental _Lesson-Lights 
==>. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie --4 


“ HOU Sua tt Nor Take A WIFE OF THE DAUGH- 
TERS OF CANAAN: ARISE, GO TO PADDAN- 
ARAM... AND TAKE THEE A WIFE FROM 

THENCE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF LABAN Tuy MOTHER’S 

BROTHER " (vs. 1, 2). The Oriental custom and de- 

sire which governed the conduct of Abraham and 

Isaac (Gen. 24 : 2-4) are ancient, wide-spread, and 

cease so much so that the early Oriental churches 

egislated against the marriage of cousins and second 

cousins ; nevertheless this law is often violated in 
the face of heavy penalties. Oriental non+Christian 
communities have no such laws, and the marriage of 
cousins is common. The nearest kinsman has the 
best right to the hand of a girl whether he has any 
place in her heart or not. 

We know Syrians who have returned to Syria from 
California and New Zealand with a view to takea 
relative, or at least a countrywoman, to wife, and 
then return to their adopted lands, 

** AND mae VoweED A Vow, SayvinG, IF Gop WILL 
BE WITH ME... SO THAT I ComME AGAIN TO MY FaTH- 
ER’S HoOuSE IN PEACE... OF ALL THAT THOU SHALT 
Give Me I witt Surety Give THE TENTH UNTO 
THEE” (vs. 20-22) ‘**Ya Allah! O God, if thou 
wilt give me saddy (a boy), I will have him baptized 
in a Christian church,” so vowed a childless Moslem 
wife. In fulfilment of such vows, infants of Moslem 
parents are sometimes actually baptized by Oriental 
priests in Christian shrines. The unborn offspring 
of animals is vowed conditionally to this, that, or the 
other wely or saint. 

“If I be graciously granted ten sons,” vowed the 
noble Abd e Muttalib, ‘**T will sacrifice the tenth of 
them to the deity.” In due course the heathen Arab 
found himself the happy father of ten young men, 
and the lot of sacrifice fell upon Abdallah, one of the 
ten, but his maternal relatives forbade the slaughter 
with drawn swords. They redeemed him (Gen. 22: 
13; Exod. 34: 20) by a hundred, others say a thou- 
sand, camels. 

‘11 Ashur™ (the tenths) are one of the ecclesiasti- 
cal taxes which the Maronite Christians of Syria pay 
to-day. // Askar the tenth is part of the govern- 
ment tax paid in the Asiatic villages of Turkey. 
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By Ruby S. Howie 


* Anp Jacos... TOOK THE STONE, ... AND SET IT 
UP FoR A PILLAR” (v. 18). Our khan (inn) for the 
night was the usual irregular square built on the four 
sides of an open court which is entered from without 
through an open archway. The floor of the rooms to 
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the left is about three feet higher than the level of 
the court. There travelers, men, women, and chil- 
dren, not very many, squatted or stretched themselves 
on the straw mats Nght thee the earthen floor ; mules 
and donkeys were unloaded, the loads left in the 
court, and the animals stabled on the opposite side, 
and before the evening was far page the muleteers 
slept upon the furnishings of the animals in the 
court. The better class guests occupied the matted 
upper floor referred to; some of them had bedding 
which they carry about with them. One man, how- 
ever, asked the ‘‘khanaty” for a pillow, and after an 
expression of regret and wae x excuses the host 
turned right round and ordered his boy, saying, ‘Go 
out at once and get a soft stone for your uncle for his 
head, he has no pillow.” The camels and their 
drivers spent the night outside the khan,.and soon 
found their own stones on which they rested their 
heads, and went to sleep under the tree. I under- 
stand that the poorer Syrian peddlers in America fre- 
quently sleep on stone pillows in a bush. 
SHWEIR, Mr. LEBANON, SyRIA. 


< 
It makes 2 Pikes deal of difference whether the 


realization of the presence of God brings comfort or 
consternation. 


‘ae 


MARCH 23, 1907 


What Kind of Ladder Was Jacob’s? 
[From «The Threshold Covenant,” by H. Clay Trumbull.] 


T IS to be borne in mind that many me temples 
in Babylonia, as in Mesopotamia, in ypt, in 
Mexico, Central America, and Peru, aad in the 

South Sea Islands, were in the form of a — 
— or a staged tower, with either inclined 
planes or stairways from each lower stage to the 
next higher, and with an altar, or a sanctuary or 
shrine, at the summit. Herodotus, describing one 
of these temples in Babylon, says that the altars, 
larger and smaller, were outside the temple. 

Light is thrown on the dream of Jacob at Bethel 
by the shape of the ancient temple in the East. In 
his vision it was probably not a ladder, but a conven- 
tional stepped-temple structure, with its stairways 
rising heavenward, and its sanctuary, that Jacob 


saw. The angel ministers were — 4 and down 
the steps, in the service of the Most igh God, who 
himself appeared above the structure. When Jacob 


waked he said: ** Surely the Lord is in this place [or 
sanctuary]; and I knew it not... . how dreadful is 
this place! this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven;” and he took the 
stone which had been his pillow at the threshold of 
that sanctuary, and set it up for an altar pillar. 


et 


The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for every 
anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used, 

and two dollars for the Jes?¢ illustration used for each 
week's lesson, But note particularly the following: 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
sender's name and address, and must state the source 
from which the illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown 

. by this calendar. 


13. June 30.—Temperance Lesson (1 Cor. 10 : 23-33) . Due Mar. 30 
I. jar 7-—God Feeds Israel in the Wilderness (Exod. 


 . ERT ae “« April 6 
2. July 14.—The Ten Commandments—Duties Toward 

God (Exod. ap: t-22). 2... . «2.5 “ April 13 
3. July 21.—The Ten Commandments—Duties Toward 

Men (Exod 20: 12-17) .......-. “ April 20 
4, July 28.—The Golden Calf (Exod. 32 ; 1-8, 30-35). ‘* Aprile7 
s. August 4.—The Tabernacle (Exod. 40: 1-13, 34-38) . ay4 
6. August 11.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10: 

ee ere a ee “« May 1 


Blessed through a Hundred Years—v. 14. 


N.THEE and in thy seed shall all the families of 

] the earth be blessed (v. 14). This promise of in- 
fluence belongs to every faithful child of God. 
Frances Willard, in this illustration, gave an in- 
stance of its fulfilment. A young nobleman found 
himself in a little village off in Cornwall. It wasa 
hot day, and he was thirsty. He rode up and down 
the vibnee street, seeking in vain for a place where 





something stronger than water could be had. At 


last he stopped, and made ‘mpatient inquiry of an 
old peasant who was on his way home after a day of 
toil : ‘* How is it that I can’t get a glass of liquor any- 
where in this wretched village of yours?” he de- 
manded harshly. The old man, recognizing his 
questioner as a man of rank, pulled off his cap and 
bowed humbly, but nevertheless there was a proud 
flash in his faded eyes as he answered quietly: ‘* My 
lord, rere over a hundred years ago a man 
named John Wesley came to these parts.” And with 
that the old peasant walked away.—Mrs. W.H. Sel- 
deck, Salem, Oregon. From Sunday Scheol Advo- 
cate. 


Science’s Miracles of Change—v. 15. 


Twill not leave thee, until 1 have done that which 
I have spoken to thee of (v. 15). The New York 
Post said, regarding a memorial to celebrate the fif- 
tieth anniversary of the remarkable discovery by 
William Henry Perkin, an English chemist, of the 
process by which delicate tints are produced from 
the ugly black tar, a hitherto waste by-product of 
coal gas: ‘*He turned the manufacturing industry 
of the;world into new channels, and chemistry 
leaped to the front rank of the profession. The 
knowledge of Perkin’s use of coal tar opened the way 
for other chemists to bring their learning to bear, and 
in rapid succession were given artificial perfumes, of 
_which violet is best known, flavors, carbolic-acid, 
medicines, and compounds employed in developing 
photographic plates.” If chemists can make so much 
that is beautiful and useful from black tar, what 
wonder that God could change Jacob’s deceitful 
heart and make his life a blessing to the world ! 
What God did for Jacob he will do for every one who 
will heed the heavenly vision.—Marietta Gilmore, 





Auburn. N.Y. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Missing the Power Close By—v. 16, 


Surely Jehovah is in this place; and I knew it 
not (v. 16). Dr. C. H. Tyndall, in his book, ‘* Elece 
tricity and Its Similitudes,” writes: ‘‘ There was as 
much electrical energy in the world one hundred 
years ago as there is to-day, but then men limited it 
by their ignorance. And hence they appropriated 
very little of that force which was all about them 
waiting to be harnessed into willing service.” Just so 
man limits himself by his ignorance of God.—Zhe 
Rev. E. Fagenstrom, Minneapolis, Minn, 


Opportunity the House of God—v. 17. 


Surely Jehovah is in this place; and I knew it 
not.... This is none other than the house of God 
(vs. 16, 17). Bishop McCabe relates an experience: 
** At one time in a strange city, as the hackman got 
down from his box and opened the door to let.me 
out, I paid him, and grasping his hand said, ‘ Goode 
night, I hope to meet you again in glory.’ I had 
often done that, and thought nothing of it in this 
case. I went into the house, met my host, and re- 
tired. About midnight my host rashes at my door 
and said: ‘Chaplain, that hackman has come back, 
and says he has got to see you to-night.” When the 
broad-shouldered, rough-looking man, with whip in 
hand, was shown up, the tears rolling down his 
cheeks like rain, he said, ‘If I meet you in glory, I 
have got to turn round. I have come to ask you to 
se with me.’” This became the very gate of 
.-heaven.—Myrtle L. Ludden, Long Beach, Cad. 


The Income from Giving Away—v. 22. 


Iwill surely give the tenth unto thee (v.22). The 
Epworth Herald quotes Mr. Jacob Riis thus: ‘* Every 
once in a while I hear some one growl against foreign 
missions, because the money and strength put into 
them are needed at home. I did it myself, when I 
did not know better, God forgive me! I know better 
now; and I will tell you how I found out. I became 
interested in a strong religious awakening in my old 
city of Copenhagen, and I set about investigating it. 
It was then that I learned what others have learned 
before me, and what was the fact there, that, for 
every dollar you give away to convert the heathen 
abroad, Gog gives you ten dollars’ worth of purpose 
to deal with your heathen at home.”—7he Rev. Wil- 
liam J. Hart, Earlville, N. Y. 


The Sham of Not Giving—v. 22. 


And of all thai thou shalt give me Iwill surel 

tve the tenth unto thee (v. 22). Professor Max Mil- 
© of Oxford, one of England’s greatest scholars, 
writing to a minister on the subject of systematic 
and proportionate giving, says: ‘‘It is surprising 
that when there is so much profession of \religious 
sincerity, a special society should be organized to im- 
press upon the people the duty of giving to benevo- 
lence a tenth part of their income. Can there be a 
lower and simpler test of that sincerity? And yet 
when one thinks what this world of ours would be if 
at least this minimum of Christianity were a reality, 
one feels that you are right in preaching this simple 
duty in season and out of season, until people see 
that without fulfilling it, every other profession of 
religion is a mere sham. I can hardly trust myself 
to think what the result would be, if it were consid- 
ered as ‘‘ not respectable ” to give less than one-tenth. 
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This 
England alone to $180,000,000 a year, You will not 
rest till people begin to see that to give openly is less 
selfish than to give secretly ; nay, till the giving of 
one-tenth of one’s income becomes the general fash- 
ion, so that a young man at Oxford would as soon 
think of walking High Street without his hat as pro- 
fess to be a Christian and not fulfill so humble a part 
of his duty."—7he Rev. Forest F. Shoup, Buffalo, 
N.Y. Froma tract,** What We Owe and How to 
Pay It,” by a Layman. 
~ 


When duty calis from home, it may be calling 
toward heaven. : 
al 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ND ke went unto Laban... the brother of Re- 

kekah(1-5). To dodge Esau and incidentally to 

ick up the right kind of a wife. Trust a lew 

for shiftiness ! But just note the good Isaacly advice: 

Marry your own kind of folks. Don’t forget that 

as long as you live. Heed it and marry happily. 

How many lovely, but broken-hearted American girls 

can rise up and cry, ‘‘Amen” to Isaac’s advice to 
Jacob. 


And {cob went out from Beer-sheba (v. 10). 
‘“‘Went” is weak (see Hos. 12: 12, for a better 
word), but the next verse of this lesson has a word we 
boys like—Jacob ‘‘lighted out”! When we put it 
that way we can just fairly see him taking to the 
back roads, hiding among the rocks, a-tremble from 
the wild beasts, a hunted man, and with no other gun 
thanaclub! With all his nerve he was in sore dis- 
tress. Says so, Genesis 35:3. Pays big, doesn’t it, 
to be a liar and a cheat? Many people get wealth 
and position as Jacob got the blessing, and they go 
dodging through ‘‘society” trembling for fear some 
Esau may catch up and despoil them. 


He took... the stones of the place and put them 
for a pillow (v. 11.) Whatever else Jacob was, he 
was no baby. Making the best of a bad situation. 
A hard board in a cabin can be softer than a spring 
mattress in a swell hotel. Luxury not necessary for 
heavenly visions. Bunyan, Stephen, Paul. Jacob 
had never yet known God as his own God, but as the 
God of Abraham and Isaac. Like many. boys in 
Christian homes to-day. Before morning he will 
know him as the God of Jacob. Many since Jacob 
have found God in a night. 


Behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of 
tt reached to heaven (v.12). Heaven not far from the 


hardest bed. We are not alone in the dreariest night.- 


A ladder’s foot is by us with its top in heaven. That 
ladder is Christ (John 1:51). Angels come and go, 
and are never standing still. Only by the way of 
Christ can we climb to heaven. Notite it was a lad- 
der to be climbed and not an elevator where you 
simply push a button. This most beautiful and help- 
ful vision was given to one of God's sinful children 


at the very moment of his deepest distress. That is 
the kind of a God he always is. 
Lam Jehovah, the God of Abraham...and... 


Isaac; ... thy seed shall be as the dust (vs. 13, 14). 
A godly grandfather and father the best asset any 
young man can have. Bonds, stocks, real estate, not 
to be mentioned in comparison. What is God saying 
to him? ‘For Abraham and Isaac’s sake I give 
you all this.” -‘* But suppose a fellow does not have a 
pred father, not to — of a godly grandfather ?” 

ittle handicapped, that’s all. emember Abraham 
himself was the original aye man in the family. 
Well, God blessed him. ill bless you for the same 
reason (Gen. 15:6). Fact is, God said to Abraham, 
** Behold the stars” ; to Jacob, ‘* Behold the dust.” 

Lam with thee, and will keep thee (v. 15). Sup- 
pose Mr. Carnegie should say that to you? Who 
would you rather have say it, God or some man of 
great wealth? Be honest now. God-is with every 
one of his children (Heb. 13: 5, 6. Mark these 
verses in your Bible and store them in your heart), 
and we ought to be far richer and infinitely happier 
than the greatest miMionaire that ever struggled 
through the world under the weight of his millions. 
Did you ever know a child of God who was not kept ? 
Garfield’s mother was poor enough, but a president 
was in the training. incoln’s home was poorer still, 
but God had need of aMAN. Nearly all the leading 
men of to-day seem to have come from poor but 
godly ‘*I-will-keep-thee” kind of homes. 

Surely Jehovah is in this place; and I knew it 
not (v. 16). That’s so, Jacob, we’are always meeting 
the Lord where we do not expect him. Expect to 


meet himin church on Sundays, of course ; but who's, 


expecting him down at the store on Monday when the 
fake.‘‘ bargain” sale begins, or at the mill when 


‘* working in a little more shoddy,” or at school whet . 


we are “‘having it in” for the teacher, or over the 
back fence when Mrs. Jones is being discussed, or 
‘‘among the fellows” when the unwashed story is 


being told, or at the theater when the ballet is on. If. 


n of the total income-would -amount in’ 


-would come the quick answer. 
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we would practise the presence of God what a differ- 
ence it would make with many things! 

This is the gate of heaven (v. 17). It certainly 
was to Jacob, The place where for the first time a 
man has come face to face with God is his gate of 
heaven. This class has been the gate to heaven for 
many men in the years gone by, and I want it to be 
the same to you boys as well. Jess Twelvedozen is 
always talking about that ‘‘ fence-corner on the Mor- 
tonville road” where he found Christ as ‘‘ the gate to 
heaven.”” That is how I want you to talk about the 
Iron Rose Bible Class. If this class is not that all 
this teaching is nothing but ‘thot air,” and all our 
time is wasted. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

< 


God's goodness to men cannot tarry for the sake 
of one mean man. 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World 


N HIS missionary address to the men of Athens, 
the apostle Paul emphasizes the same great truth 
that was revealed to Jacob in his vision (see Acts 


_ 17: 22-28). 


What did Jacob learn at Bethel? That God was 
near though he knew it not ; that the way of commu- 
nication with God was open; that the almighty 
Father was ready to bless, guide, and provide for 
him. Are not these the truths that men need to learn 
to-day? The men of Athens needed them ; the men 
of India and China and Africa need them ; hundreds 
of thousandsin America donot know them. Moslems 
travel to Meccah for a vision of God, but fail in their 
search. Hindoos go to Benares and other sacred 
shrines in India, but return more sinful and blind 
than before. How is God revealed? (John 1: 18.) 
Christ teaches clearly what Jacob learned imper- 
fectly (John 4: 21-24; 1: 51; 14: 23). 

The missionaries go to teach these same truths, 
and men are as surprised to learn them as Jacob was, 
but it is good news. 

“Miss Annie Taylor, the only missionar 


living in 
Tibet, on one of her tours dropped from 


er Bible a 


slip of paper on which was written in Tibetan the ” 


words of John 3:16. A young boy picked up the 
message and read it. Hewas astonished. This was 
to him a new idea of God. He must learn more. 
With a friend he started to find the missionary. 
Their flight was discovered, and they were cen 1 


back home by the Tibetan officials and severely pun- 


ished. But the boy kept the paper, and read it again 
and again. Finally, after other unsuccessful at- 
tempts, he started once more, at the risk of his life, to 
find God. In telling his own story, he says : 

‘**As I was walking one day I suddenly came 
across some Tibetan robbers, who seldom spare a 
traveler's life. They stripped me of everything, and 


- one of them was going to take my paper, but I man- 


aged to put it in my ear after making a ball of it. 
They finally let me go, and having no compass or 
chart I followed the sun. I saw a deer that some one 
had killed, and, after a half-day’s work, I pulled the 
skin off by means of a sharp bamboo edge, and put 
some of it on my feet instead of the shoes the robbers 
had stolen. I also ate the venison, and kept saying 
to myself, ‘ For God so loved the world that whoso- 
ever believeth on him shall be fed with venison and 
clothed with deerskin.” 

After many other experiences the boy found the 
missionary, and found God. Then he learned the 
truth that was revealed to Jacob. 

The missionaries’ great source of courage and 
strength is in the Golden Text. It is better than any 
American passport. Among savage Africans and 
cannibal islanders, in Boxer riots and perils from 
plague and famine, they rest in this promise, for it 
was given not only to Jacob, but to us (Matt. 28 : 20). 

Brooktyn, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson 


5 er small boys and their father were going 
through the woods at night. You could have 

cut the darkness with a knife. And the path 
was so narrow that the three had to walk single-file. 
It seemed a long way through the darkness from the 
small-boy end of that line of three to the big-father 
end, and it wasn’t surprising that an eager and 
somewhat fearful voice should break the silence call- 
ing out, ‘‘ Father, ‘wheré’.are 





you?” ‘Right here,” 
** Right here, in front 
of you.” 


__,Do you know just how the little fellow felt when he 


called through the darkness? Every oneof us, young 
or older, knows. what it is to reach out after some one 
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who-can’care for us when we cannot see our way. 
And there is nothing in all the world like that answer, 
coming quickly and quietly, ‘‘ Right here !” 

Just see how God spoke to Jacob when Jacob was 
in the darkness! ‘Tell me, please, the Golden Text. 
Isn’t that very much like the comforting ‘* Right 
here” of a watchful father? Nothing can give us 
greater strength than to know that God ¢s guiding 
us, keeping us. He says: 





I AM WITH THEE 











If we can hear Him say that, what strength his 
word will give us to go on! Shall we sing, as we 
close our service, ‘‘ Saviour, lead me, lest I stray” ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

* 


A good many who criticize Jacob's bargain with 
God are living a great way below its terms. 


bi) 
Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs °’) 


** Nearer, my God, to thee.” 


Psalm 12 : 1-4. 
** Lo! God is here : let us adore.” 


(180: 1-3. 263:1, 2.) 


** O God of Bethel, by whose hand."* Psalm a a> a 
** Oh praise our God to-day.” pao phe Tang ¢%, @) 


** Our God, our help in ages past.”* 

** Now I resolve with all my heart."” 

**Come, thou Fount of every bless- 
ing." 

** The God of Abraham praise." 


oe 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


(46: 1-5. 69: 1-5.) 
Psalm oI : 9-15. 

(124: 7-11. 184: 7-11.) 
Psalm 73 : 18-23. 

(101 : 9-13. 151 - 1-4.) 


Jacob's vision and God's 
promise. 

Tuesday.—Gen. 35: 1-55 . . «2 « « » Ih. promise fulfilled 

Wednesday.—Isaiah 41: 8-14. . ... - “I am with thee” 


Monday.—Gen. 28 : 1-5, 10-22 


‘Thursday.—Deut. 31: 1-8. . 2. «oo 2 « « . Safe-keeping 
Friday.—Jer. 30: 7-11 . « « « © © © © « «© « Present to save 
Saturday.—Psa. 91... 2.23. 20 0 ce « * My Refuge” 


Sunday.—Psa. 121 .....-. 
< 


The thought of a God who its occasionally near is 
the first step to the fact of him who ts ever near, 


|Graded Helps] 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Note.—Special beginners’ lessons are recommended 
for little children from three to six. 


. '* My Helper” 








QuARTER’S PREVIEW. 


Eleven lessons, from Genesis to Exodus, present 
the story of the marvelous growth of God’s chosen 
eople from one family—Jacob’s—to the nation of 
srael; escaping from bondage in Egypt, covering 
about 270 years. The prominent characters are 
Jacob, Joseph, and Moses, each.of whom lived more 
than one hundred years, each sharing Israel’s history 
in Canaan and Egypt. Jacob and Joseph are born 
in Canaan, but die in Egypt, and are buried in 
Canaan. Moses is born in Egypt, but leads Israel 
back to Canaan. As less than two hundred verses 
are included in the chosen Scripture portions, suffi- 
cient should be added to make the stories complete. 
Emphasize Bible story-telling by the children, re- 
membering that six years may pass before these les- 
sons are studied again. 

The fulfilment of God’s promises made to Abraham 
and Isaac are wonderfully developed during this 
quarter, and we may choose as our general thought, 
‘*God’s Promises.” Assurance of his presence is re- 
newed to each one,—to Jacob (Lesson 1, v. 15), ‘I 
am with thee, and will keep thee” ; to Joseph (Les- 
son 4, vs. 21-23), ‘* The Lord was with ‘seeeph,” etc. ; 
and to Moses (Lesson 9, v. 12), ‘* Certainly I will be 
with thee,” re-emphasized in the quarter’s Golden 
Text, ‘‘When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee,” etc., a general promise to all. 


Lesson Story : Two Promises—God’s and Jacob's. 
IntTRODUCTORY REVIEW. 


If your father should promise you somethin 
for next Christmas, could you believe him and wait 
for him to keep his promise? Do you remember 
God’s promise to Abraham, ‘‘I will bless thee and 


nice 
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make thy name great, and thou shalt be a blessing” ; 
also, ‘‘ Your family shall be many as the stars, or the 
sand?" Abraham believed God, although many 

ears passed before Isaac, his son, was born, and in 

saac’s family there were only the twin brothers, 
Jacob and Esau. Do you remember how Jacob de- 
ceived Esau about his father’s blessing? (Recall it 
briefly.) Because of Esau's anger Jacob had to leave 
home. His mother, Rebekah, planned for him to go 
to his Uncle Laban's for a few days. She promised 
to send for him to come back when Esau had forgot- 
ten his anger. She told Isaac that she wanted Jacob 
to go to his uncle’s to find a wife. 


LESSON, 


Before he started Isaac called Jacob and blessed 
him, and sent him away (read vs. 1-5). It was along 
journey over rough country, up and down rocky hills 
part of the way. At sunset Jacob decided that he 
must find a place to stay for the night, but, like many 
a traveler, he found no place but outdoors. He found 
a place to lie down, and had such a strange pillow,— 
a stone (sketch it); but he went to sleep under the 
stars, and dreamed a most beautifuldream. (Read 
it first, then recall the-details:as you sketch the out- 
line, or let-the ‘children find them in the picture.) 
McKinley's favorite hymn tells the same story. Sing, 


** Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down,”’ 
Also, 
‘* There let the way appear, 
Steps unto heaven,’’ etc. 


The stone marked the place where Jacob received 
God’s Blessing at Bethel (write it, vs. 14, 19). 
Although out of doors, it seemed like God’s House 
and the Gate of Heaven. (Add that and a sugges- 
tion of the ladder, vs. 17, 22.) All the blessings that 
God had promised to Abraham he repeated ao pauen, 
and more; ‘'I will give this land to you and your 
children. . . they shall be many, and they shall 
spread abroad to the west, east, north, and south, 
and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” (Write God’s four promises, found in v. 
15.) Wasn't it beautiful ? 

When Jacob woke early from his vision or dream, 
he believed that God’s promises would come true. 
He surely expected to come back, so he marked the 
place (v. 18), and worshiped God, and made his vow 
or promise before he went on his way (vs. 20-22). 
Notice that he quotes God’s Promise (as a condition), 
‘If God will be with me, and will keep me,” etc.,, 
then ‘¢ I will surely give the tenth to thee,’’ (Write 
Jacob’s Promise.) This affords a good opportunity 
. to suggest the tithing habit, not as a limit, but as 
the least possible beginning of a basis of systematic 
giving. 


/GOD'S PROMISE 
| 





\ JACOBS PROMISE 
\" WILL Surety 







“AM WITH THEE 


WILL KEEPTHEE = /!/\\| \\ \\\ Give THE TENTH 
WILLNOT LEAVE THEE ! ||| \ \ To THEE” 
WILL BRING THEE Back’ VI 


i! 
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God's promises of his care and blessing are for all. 
Solo : 


** Like Jacob; in his Bethel rest, 

The angels are looking on me. 

They watch my pillow, I am blest,— 
The angels are looking on me. 

Ail night ; all night, 
The angels are looking on me,’’ etc. 

—Finest of the Wheat. 
Peoria, ILL. 


ow 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


N EW boys were added to the class on the day we 
had this lesson. To put them in touch with 
our work, as well as to refresh our own minds 

after the lapse of two weeks, we began again with 
Abraham and ever so briefly I called forth the things 
we had learned. Then, before opening the Bibles, 
we rehearsed together the first five books, then the 
next twelve books of the Bible. We shall add group 
by group till we know them. Sometimes this little 
drill in Bible make-up is the only stepping-stone from 
things extraneous to the work of our class. 

I find it helps greatly to turn to our Bibles all at 
once, with precision. I aim, therefore, to give no 
hint of wanting Bibles _— till I’m ready ; and then 
we ail turn to the desired passage at once. And they 
know that the first place to which I may ask them to 
open their Bibles may #o/ be at the lesson passage. 
They are learning to wait for the signal. 

Verses 1 to 5 were read by the boys and were ac- 
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companied by necessary comment and questions. It 
was interesting to get the boys to tell why Isaac did 
not want his son to marry a Canaanite woman. 
When the fact was brought out that these Canaanites 
did not worship the God ot Abraham and Isaac the 
reason for Isaac’s wish was clear. Here again we 
have the repetition of God's promise that out of this 
family shall come a great nation. And it seemed to 
be a good place to emphasize the fact that in that 
day and time the greatest honor that could come to a 
man was for him to. realize that his descendants 
would be numerous and would be people of impor- 
tance. Without this explanation some boy’s mind 
may be wondering what all this promise meant, any- 
how—he doesn’t see how anybody is to get very en- 
thusiastic over things that will happen after he’s dead 
and gone. 

But verses 10 to 22 were the heart of the lesson. 
As we began to read, a verse bk each boy, I told them 
to keep a sharp lookout and tell me what great hymn 
had in it a special reference to what had happened 
here to Jacob ; itis a familiar hymn that every fel- 
low knows. So we read, and as far as possible I 
tried tomake this picturea vividone. At the eleventh 


verse we tried to imagine how it feels to sleep out un- 


der the open sky all night, with the bright stars over- 
head. ere I was enabled to tell, from personal ex- 
perience, about the sensation.. Then the things that 
 eouy saw—how real it allseemed tous! Notrouble to 
seep the place ; a nod of my head started each boy 
off with his verse, for we wanted to see how it all 
came out. In the thirteenth verse we saw how, in- 
stead of wandering over the land and living in tents, 
these people were some time to own this very land. 
And in the fourteenth verse I asked: ‘‘ What does 
that passage mean—can anybody teli me?” All 
eyes were on the last sentence in the verse, but its 
meaning was hidden. When, however, I pointed out 
that with the coming of Christ ‘‘all the families of 
the earth” were blessed, and we saw how Christ 
came from this very nation, we tinderstood. And 
here I tried to make clear the unbroken thread of 
prophecy which started long before this and ran right 
down to Christ’s life. 

Now, in the sixteenth verse, I aimed to drive home 
the specific spiritual teaching for the day—that God 
is very near to us, even though we forget it. Near 
to us in all we do, in study, in play, when we're try- 
ing to live good lives, and, listen! very near and 
conscious of all our acts when we get into evil! He 
may seem very far away then, but really God’s eyes 
are always upon us, But, near to us in love ; ready 
to help when we want his help, and ready to give 
us strength to resist temptations when we ask him. 

Then I said quickly, ‘‘ What hymn we all know has 
especially referred to Jacob’s vision ?’’ Now, I did not 
know whether I should get the answer I wanted or 
not ; but after some guessing one boy who had been 
thinking it. over, said ‘‘Nearer my God to thee:” 
And I asked each boy to look up the hymn and see in 
just what way it referred to this scene. 

When Jacob made his bargain with God he showed 
the traits which have been shown by Jews in all 
ages—they are great bargainers. My boys were very 
quick to see this point, and enjoyed it as a discovery. 
But I paid a tribute to the useful place the Jew had 
occupied in the history of the race and of commercial 
development ; and closed with the thought that any 
agreement we made with God was safe for us—for 
God would never fail in his part. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
b 4 


If we would be as godly as our fathers, we must 
live with the God of our fathers. 


antl . 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HEN Jacob was dying in Egypt, looking back 
over his long life, he remembered three places 
above all others. Ask your pupils to name 

them and to tell why they stood foremost in his 
thoughts (Gen. 48 : 3, 7). Bethel, where he had his 
first vision of God. Haran in Paddan-aram, where 
he saw Rachel and had his first vision of love. On 
the road to Bethlehem where he saw the death of his 
beloved. Show how the great waymarks in life’s 
journey are God, Love, Bereavement. 

You — the first of these now. The birthright, 
the great object of Jacob’s ambition, was. his. ow 
would he who had bargained for it so meanly, use it ? 
Ask what his feeling must have been when his father 
solemnly committed the blessing to him (vs. 3, 4), and 
sent him forth to take the first step in fulfilling its 
responsibilities by finding a wife. ‘*God Almighty 
... give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and 
to thy seed with thee.” Show how men have under- 
estimated the object of their ambitions (Mark 10; 
36-40), and often have been awed by discovering the 
duties which great gifts imposed on them. ere 
are three things which appear in connection with Ja- 
cob’s vision of God, which must be in the experience 
ot every one who makes the right beginning of inde- 
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pendent life for himself. Make each one stand out 
clearly and show how they belong together as one 
“gee. 

hat Jacob Saw. Perhaps it was not by accident 
that he ‘lighted upon a certain place” to make his 
camp. It had sacred associations with the blessing 
he now inherited from Abraham Gen, 12: > The 
young man jin earnest to make his way in life will 
choose carefully his resting place even for a night. 
He will pray before sleeping as Jacob did (Gen. 35: 
3). Thus his vision was clarified fordreams. I once 
stretched myself on the ground at Bethel, pillowed 
my head on a stone, and with half closed eyes 
watched the terraced hills rising one above another 
like a stairway to the sky. Jacob after prayer saw 
that vision before he slept, his last waking thought 
being that he-had committed his way to God. Then, 
behold, a ladder! Behold, the angels! Behold, Je- 
hovah! Above all, his way unknown to him as yet, 
was God, Around him was the presence. 

What JacobHeard, . He had heard about the prom- 
ise which all his life he had desired for himself. He 
had been told that God had spoken it to his grand- 
father (Gen. 15: 4,5),.and to his father (Gen. 26: 24). 
Now he’ heard God uttering the same promise to him- 
self (vs. 13, 14), and more. He heard a personal 
promise to himself (v. 15), so precious that in after 
ages it became a proverb (Heb. 13: 5). When one is 
assured of the providential care and guidance of God 
in all ‘his life, he has what money cannot buy nor 
friends bestow. Ask how any one can have this. 

What Jacob Did. He awoke from his dream to a 
new life. When any one learns what Jacob learned 
about a single place where he had begs, he has made 
a great discovery (v. 16). When hé€ can say it of 
every place where he goes or tarries he has learned 
the secret of living. he first thing Jacob did after 
he awoke was to build an altar (v.18). If the temple 
had been there he would have offered sacrifice in it ; 
if a church, he would have joined it. As he had only 
a stone and a flask of olive oil, he set up his altar and 
worshiped God. His next step was by a solemn vow 
and confession to enter into partnership with God. 
He made the altar stand for the house of God, and 


. there declared his faith in God and his poaes to 
o 


serve him, setting apart for him one-tent all he 
should receive (vs. 20-22). 

Show your pupils that a hunger for God’s help in 
need, a discovery that he is the gracious Father at 
hand to help, an acceptance of his promises, sur- 
render to his guidance, open confession of purpose to 
worship in his house, consecration of one’s self and 

ossessions to him—these in our times, as well as in 
lesatts. are the beginning of Christian experience. 
Ask to what end this experience surely leads. 
Boston. 
% 


_ The house of God ts wherever the heart is open to 


od. 
Sie 
The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Vision at Luz 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Gen. 27 : 41 to 28 : 22). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

Two reasons are given to us for the departure of 
a from his home at Beersheba. The first was 
tsau’s bitter jealousy and dangerous hate, which 
caused him to anticipate with eagerness his father’s 
death and the end of the mourning period, so that 
he could wreak his vengeance upon Jacob. This 
imminent danger quickened the fond mother-love of 
Rebekah, and Jacob was hurried away to Haran to 


- her brother’s home, there to abide in safety until the 


crisis should be passed. 

The other reason is the fear by his parents that he 
would be tempted to follow the example of Esau, 
and marry a wife taken from among their pagan 
neighbors. ., 

Both reasons were clearly good ones, and had 
their weight in the decision. The former accords 
with the dramatic story of Jacob’s deception of his 
aged father and his brother, and suggests the com- 
forting conclusion that he began right away to feel 
the proper effects of his treachery. 

The latter, moreover, is wholly reasonable. Isaac, 
as well as Rebekah, was eager to insure a suitable 
marriage for his son, the héir now of the promise and 
the hope of the family. They set great value upon 
a bride from among their kindred. The chief mo- 
tive in this need not have been their desire to keep 
their religion from corruption, although that may 
well have had no little force, but the customs of 
Oriental civilization. The right grade of cousin— 
not any cousin,—some are regarded as impossible and 
the union abhorrent—is a most desirable match for 
a young man or woman. 

Whether he left his home with a sense of shame or 
not, Jacob’s state of mind at the close of his first 
day’s journey may well be imagined. A home-lover, 
fond of things domestic, far away from the familiar 

( Continued on next page, second column) 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Gen. 28 : 1-5, 10-22) 











The FLGIN 
for All 


The name ELGIN embraces many 
grades of watch movements—all of 
superior time-keeping qualities. 

The grades differ in price accord- 
ing to the cost of construction— 
each grade being the best watch 
value for the money. 

The man who wants an accurate 
watch, at a popular price, should 
buy the G. M. WHEELER Grade 
ELGIN— 


“The Watch that’s made 
for the Majority.” 
17 jewels; adjusted to temperature; 
micrometric regulator. 
This ELGIN Watch can be had in 


the desirable models and sizes suit- 
able for men and boys. 


ELGIN Watches of- equal grade 
for ladies, at moderate prices. 


ELQGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., 
Eigin, ill. 
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Bronchitis, Weak Lungs 


and for painful and sensitive parts 
of the abdomen Allicock’s Plasters 
should be applied as shown above. 

REMEMBER—42Zcock’s are the original 
and genuine porous plasters—the Standard 
External Remedy. ade of absolutely the 
purest and best materials, and Guaranteed 


under the Pure Food and Drugs Act, 
June 30, 1906. Serial No. 385. 


Insist upon having AlICOCK'S 
s, or oil. Send 


k of Light and LIG HT 


I. P. Prink, sst Pearl St., New York. 
Send ten cents for a sample set of The 








For eiectri:, 
dimensions. 
estimate free. 
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scenes, amid surroundings which were 
not only strange, but perhaps danger- 
ous, he may well have felt that he was 
far from God as well. Jehovah had ap- 

ared to his fathers at Beersheba. 

ould he be found by Jacob elsewhere ? 

How reassuring and full of encourage- 
ment was the vision of that lonely night! 
It declared that he was indeed at the 
very gateway of heaven, and that God’s 
messengers were ever passing from 
heaven to the earth where he lay. Nay, 
mater was even page assuring 

im that they would be bound together 
in close relationship such as the fathers 
had known, that he would watch over 
Jacob’s fortunes, and fulfil his promises 
to the letter. 

The naive character of Jacob’s faith 
and his inveterate habit of bargaining 
comes out in the sequel. ‘ Filled with 


‘awe at this manifestation of the divine 


presence, he marked the place by a stone 
of sacrifice, and gave it a %significant 
name of remembrance. He then sol- 
emnly vowed that if God would really 
protect his steps, and keep him from 
want, and bring him safely back to his 
home, he would be God’s man, would 
forever keep sacred the site of the vision, 
and would unfailingly give a tenth in 
offerings. 

Jacob needed such a revelation of 
God’s continued presence. It was the 
thought which would gradually mellow 
and soften the selfishness and meanness 
of his nature. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


A leaflet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the current lessons will be mailed by The 
Sunday School Times Co., upon request, fora two- 
cent stamp. ‘ 

Stanley’s remarks in his ‘ Jewish 
Church” are still excellent. Note, also, 
McFadyen’s very suggestive paraphrase 
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amount of facts about the old Book, and 
this material he _ into a handy cloth- 
covered volume for the pocket. Within 
the eighty-eight pages the author has 
classified this matter, and added an 
arene 5 list of translations into, 
which the Scriptures have been printed 
for all sorts and conditions of men, 
bringing the information up to date in 
this new and revised edition. 





Children at Home 








The Stolen Cap-Strings 
By Arthur Robb 


= ANN had washed them, and 
hung them over the branches of a 
little sassafras-tree to dry, and 
mama herself had gone out to see the 
dear little cap-strings fluttering dain- 
tily in the gentlest of mourning breezes. 
And had not Budge insisted on mama 


| coming out to see them go to sleep, just 


like ‘‘rock-a-bye-baby,’’ in the branches 
of the tiny sassafras-tree ? 

Budge wasn't four years old yet, but 
he was intensely interested in Baby Ned's 
things, and these were baby brother's 
first cap-strings. How dainty they were 
—the soft linen ribbons with the bits of 
delicate lace on the ends. And all this 
on a bright, sunny morning in spring. 
Then Polly Ann went on with her work, 
and mama took up her sewing-basket, 
and Baby Ned went to sleep in his car- 


| riage on the front porch, and Budge went 


phetical and Priestly Historians.” Ben- | 
| go to sleep, for there was not now even 


nett’s notes in the New-Century ‘‘ Gen- 
esis ” are fairly good. Dods’ notes in 
the Handbook Lor 

esis,” are good, but few. 


Bible Classes, ‘‘Gen- | 


III. SuGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF | 


THE LEsson, 

(This section aims to outline, In a form, suited 
for discussion, the themes in which adults will be in- 
terested. It is intended to be suggestive rather 
than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety ot 
treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The lesson centers, of course, around 
the vision of the sleeper that lonely 
night at Bethel. Ono interesting ques- 
tion is: 

1. Did Jacob Deserve to have a 
Vision? What was the indictment 
against him, as stated in these chapters ? 
Could he have fairly expected some 
manifestation by Jehovah ? 

2. Does Divine Action Follow Lines 
of Desert? What would happen if God 
always or usually dealt with his children 
according to their merit ? 

3. The Need of the Vision. Why did 
it seem to fit into Jacob’s need at that 


| particular time ? 


4. dts Message. What beautiful 
thoughts regarding the relationship of 
God with men did the vision convey to 
the sleeper ? 

5. How Jacob Received It. Was his 
resultant emotion one of fear or of joy ? 
a was the significance of what he 

id ? 

6. The Presence of God, Are we often 
surprised to find how near God can 
come to us in daily life? Do we seek to 
have a consciousness of his presence ? 
Is there a greater influence to make for 
joy in the life we live 2? 


Boston. 


—e 


A Handbook of the Bible 


A Century of Bibles. Edited and compiled 
by a Sunday-school teacher. Philadel- 
phia: The Griffith and Rowland Press. 
25 cents. 

The living interest in the Bible, its 
history and make-up, creates a demand 
for handbooks dealing with the subject. 
A Philadelphia Sunday-school teacher, 
quick to grasp the situation, set about to 
gather all available information about 
the history of publication of the Book of 
books, the Bible societies and the circu- 
lation in 470 languages, with a vast 





| they were gone. 


and remark in *‘ Messages of the Pro- | out to his great, fine sand-pile to play, 


and the cap-strings went—well, they did 


the tiniest bit of a breeze to keep them 
awake, 

But after luncheon when mamma went 
out to get the drowsy little cap-strings 
Polly ‘Ann said she 
had not touched them, and as the tiny 
sassafras. tree -was just beyond the sand- 
pile Budge stoutly declared that no one 
could have carried them off without him 
seeing them—not even Gudger, Mrs. 
Timmons’ ‘‘dish-rag’’ poodle dog, who 
lived down the road a wee bit. And Mr, 
Wind did not take them away because 
he himself had been asleep all morning. 
The yard was hunted from fence to fence 
until there was not a square foot that had 
not been carefully scanned, and mama 
even looked through every room in the 
house, though she knew it was useless. 
After every corner, indoors and out, had 
been searched mama gave up, and the 


mystery deepened,—the cap-strings were | 


gone! So the summer days went by, 
and the little cap-strings that went to 
sleep in the tiny sassafras tree were for- 
gotten, 

One bright October day, when the 
maple-leaves were showing their gor- 
geous reds, and the tall tulip poplars 
were dressed in beautiful yellow, and 
the chestnuts were trying to imitate the 
graceful poplars’ dress, mama heard a 
queer little shout from the front yard 
where Budge was at play under the 
rusty-yellow-leaved chestnut-trees. Go- 
ing to the front porch where baby- 
broiher Ned was sleeping, mama met 
Budge running to the front steps with 
something in his hands, and his eyes 
shining with suppressed excitement. 

** Look, mama, look,’’ he shouted, as 
he handed mama an empty bird-nest he 
had found beneath a sturdy young chest- 
nut-tree. And there, woven in and out 
in the nest, were the missing cap-strings 
where mama robin had placed them 
after taking them from the tiny sassafras- 
tree. And who knows but maybe she 
expected to use them for her own little 
babies. At any rate, the mystery of the 
missing cap-strings was solved. 

HErRnNpDon, Va. 
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Most makers of lamp- 
chimneys don’t mark their 
wares—possibly they are 


/ashamed to. 


If I didn’t make as good 
chimneys as I do, I wouldn’t 
mark mine either. 

I mark mine ‘‘MacsetH”— 
my own name—because I am 
proud to be known by them. 

My Index— it’s free—tells other reasons 
why my lamp-chimneys are marked and why 


I i to put my name on them. May 
I send it to you? 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


WALL PAPER OFFER 


——BOOK OF SAMPLES FREE—— 








. wall 

ry and sell you direct on factory cost pasts. ess than 
one-half ces yor must’ pay others, Our new 1907 
Retterns will delight ~ our low J surprise you. 
big free sample kk also shows how to hang 
paper-and do the job yourself; anyone can follow 
our simple directions successfully. ER 
fi ir or 


YOU GAN GET THIS DRES 
FR h, M 








or a fine couch, Morris cha 

5. choice of hundreds of valuable 
articles free if you buy from us. Our Profit 
Sharing Plan, as explained in the free 
wall paper book, is more liberal than ever. 
Write at once for our new Wall Paper 
Sample Book and see for how little mon- 
ey you can ; one room or your entire 

al 


house, and our t new offers, dress, 
SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., Chicago. 








No advertiser in The Sunday School 
Times is ashamed of the neighbors he 
has in these pages. . 


























A Lady’s 
Complexion 

can be made soft, smooth, and free 
from pimples, by the daily use of 
charcoal. It absorbs all gases, and 


stops fermentation. This causes a 
rapid clearing of the complexton. 


MURRAY’S 
GQHARGCOAL TABLETS 
ate composed of pure Charcoal. 


FOR 0c. in stamps, a full size 25c. 
box mailed for trial, Once only. 


} A. J. Ditman,33Astor House, N.Y. 



















SUMMER VACATION IN 
Egypt and Palestine 


_ These most interesting countries are not impossible 
in the summer months. ‘That impression has given 
way before the enthusiasm of those who have availed 
themselves of the usual vacation period. 

We will take you to Jerusalem in comfort during 
July and August. Sail June 29th. Return September 
z9th. Weite for announcement. 


H.W. Dunning & Co., f S73: 











Sermon Kernels 


Starting-points for a hundred ser- 
mons in the hundred and forty- 
odd bright, pithy comments on 
Scripture passages in 


** Just a Minute” 


by Dr. Charles Frederic Goss, 
50 Cents, Postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
5031 Walnut St., Phila.. Pa. 
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heading 


--mecessary after the first day or so. 
«IN URIC ACID DIATHESIS, 


AEMIA, and the like, ITS ACTION IS PROMPT 
AND LASTING.” 


Dre. Geo. Ben. Johnston, M. D., oe. os. Richmond, Va., Ex- 
President Southern Surgical and Gynecological Assn., Ex-President Vir- 
inia Medical Society, and Prof. of Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery, 
— ee of ae : “If I were asked what mineral water has the 
widest range of usefulness, I 
would unhesitatingly answer, BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 
Diathesis, Gout, Rheumatism, Lithaemia, and the like, its action is 
prompt and lasting. * * * Almost any case of Pyelitis and C 
I have had evidence of the undoubted 
Disintegrating, Solvent and Eliminating power of this water in Renal 


alleviated by it, and many cured. 


BUFFA 


ant A MRTER, 


The International Journal of Surgery, Au 
eS it hae 2 says: ‘‘In the treatment of 

great aid to orms oO 

medication. Moreover, BUFFALO 

to administer it to the cystitic patient, as it is not onlya pure solvent, but has 
the additional virtue of containing substantial quantities of the alkaline 
Lithates. Patients should be encouraged to take from two to four quarts per 
day if they can, and the relief they will obtain will be all the argument 
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t, 1905, under the 
ystitis water is the 
is the ideal 
form in which 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, LITH- 


In Uric 
Acid 


ystitis will be 
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Have a Reception! 


The Home Department that goes on year 
after year without the aid of a social gather- 
ing can never be so strong as the one that 
brings the members. face to face periodically 
for a pleasant evening together. In Tyrone, 
Pennsylvania, they have a live Sunday-school 
church, and the officers and teachers every 
March hold a reception in honorof the Home 
Department. The superintendent of the 
Home Department and a member of the 
Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 
George B. Porter, writes as follows about the 
occasion : 

‘*Our lecture-room looked charming; the 
piano was banked with ferns, palms, and 
white hyacinths. A friend loaned us four 
cocoa palms from eight to ten feet high, and 
a number of smaller ones, and when you en- 
tered, it made you think cf the palms of 
Elim. 

**Our services opened by a piano duet by 
two young ladies, a prayer by our pastor, an 
address of welcome by our superintendent, 
and a reply by the superintendent of the 
Home Department, Our services after this 
were largely musical, and we had the best 
talent in our church to sing, and it was 
above the ordinary. Then we had a short 
talk from our pastor, and an address from 





Calculus, and have known its long continued use to permanently break up 


the gravel forming habit.” 


Voluminous medical testimony on request. 


and mineral water trade. 


For sale by the general drug 


HOTEL AT SPRINGS NOW OPEN. 


PROPRIETOR, BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS, VA. 
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us a letter 
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wagon, also business 


dealers, etc. Don't 





\/ \ manufacturing cost, our Profit. Shari 

SNe advantages we alone can offer you. 
CAAFARASCAE in the world and t 
AWAY direct to you at one small profit above manufacturing cost. 

Mivtioes one-half what others charge. We can save you $5.00 to 

hg wagon; $15.00 to $40.00 

$35.00 on a farm wagon, $35.00 to $45.00 on a business wagon 
as against the lowest prices 
turer or dealer. 
100 different styles of rigs to suit everyone, Es 

sure to get this new Vehicle Book. Just write 


and say, “Send me your new 
Vehicle Rook,” and you will PIN 
receive it by return mail. In /7 ERB 
our new Free 
show every kind of farm 


for grocers, butchers, bakers, milk 


ask for our free Wagon Catalogue. 


THESE ARTICLES FREE 


FO! 
my Cart, or any kind ofa r 
te for our 1907 Vehicle Book and see the wonderfu 


offers we now make. Our low prices will astonish you; our ‘‘free trial, money | 
back” offer, quality and safe delivery guarantee, one small profit above our 


Plan are marvelous inducements, 
e own the largest vehicle facto! 
urn out the highest grade of Solid Comfort rigs, sok 
Prices about 
$15.00 on a road 
on a-buggy, surrey or phaeton, $20.00 to 


id pay_any other manufac- 


woul 
In our 1 ee Vehicle Book we show nearly 









or a postal card 


Wagon Cata- Se m\ 


S 
MN, 
iF YOU BUY FROM US. 





delivery wagons \ 


fail to write and 


our valuable Profit Sharing Certificates on every purchase, and as soon as you 


ou ’ , n 
have $25.00 inour Profit Sharing Certificates, you can get a man’s or woman's Mackin- 
tosh free, or a boy’s suit, parlor table, fine lamp, mantel clock, all entirely free, or the 

Morris chair, couch or dresser free for larger amounts. All fully explained in the 


free Vehicle or Wagon Catalogue, Write at once; state if you want 
the free Vehicle Book or the free Wagon Book and get all our 
wonderful 1907 offers on rigs and harness, prices, terms, induce- 


n't afford 


ti 
ments, advantages you ca’ to miss. Address, Dept. 11, 
SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 








YOU CAN AFFORD 


them for $3 fer 100. Words and Music, 83 very best familiar gospel songs. 
EB, A. K. HACKETT, 102 North Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 


stamps for copy. 


to have a new Song Book in your 
Church or Sunday-school, and one 
for every person when you can get 
Send 5 cents in 











he Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, March 23, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter,”’ 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to | 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 


75 cents each, per year. 
$1 00 One copy, or any number of | 
" copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 
One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
95 cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





AS USED IN THE TORREY MEETINGS 


REVIVAL HYMNS 


Edited by D. B, FOWNER and CHAS. M. ALEXANDER 


95 Authors represented. Soetelty now red for use not 
only in evangelistic meetings, but also in the regular 
services of churches, young people's societies and Sunday 
schools. 255 hymns, 224 pages, cloth covers. Send 8i5c for 
acopy, pestpatd. om net per hundred, freightor express 














GIPSY SMITHS ===" 





Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPELSONGS | 
The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- ; 


vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred ; 


| 30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 
WRITE A For us to-day. It May Be Worth 


Th id f I ° 
SONG Music Co.. o a, Bide cneaxes 


aoe BOOK OF PRAYERS 


POOR Complete Manual of several hundred 












terse, pointed, appropriate Prayers for 
use in Church, Prayer Meetings, Young 
People’s Society, Sunday Schools, Mis- 
sionary, Grace and Sentence Prayets. 
— of How and What to Pray in 

ublic rly covered by model, eng- 
gestive and devout Prayers. Vest Pkt. 
size, 128 8, Cloth 25¢, Morocco 35c, 
postpaid: stamps taken; Agts Wanted. 

EO. W. NOBLE, Lakeside Bidg, Chicago 





one of the oldest ministers in our Presby- 
tery, which aroused every one present. 
Following this came the social hour and re- 
| freshments,—ice-cream, cake, and coffee. 





Now came an hour or two in social talk and | 


getting acquainted with each other, and we | 


had a pleasant tine. A middle-aged woman 


told the superintendent this was the first 


time in a year she had been at any kind of a 
Aa S ERFUL VEHICLE BOOKS FREE gathering. Her daughter had died and left 


IF YOU EXPECT TO BUY a Vehicle Bugsy, Road Wagon, Farm Wagon, 
Surrey, Phaeton, Business Wagon, Shetian 


a young babe, and she had to care for it, and 
she said she was enjoying being out so much, 


| Bas enone © Se Sly sae ge te Meee | indifferent to all religious influences. 


without its grandmother, as no one else had 
ever put him to bed. This is only one of 
several similar incidents in the work of our 
Department, and our reports Show increased 
interest in the study of the Word.”’ 


% 
A Good Letter from the School 


A Home Department must have the un- 
divided attention of its officers to keep it up 
to its proper efficiency, and the general super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school must spend 
hours of his time in devising means for keep- 
ing up the interest and membership of this 
very important department of his work, One 
of the largest Home Departments in Greater 


Methodist Episcopal Church of Brooklyn. 
The membership is six hundred and fifty, 
and the following is a sample of the good 
letters the superintendent, Frank L. Brown, 
sends to each member of the Department ; 


DEAR FRIEND : 

The Sunday-school sends its cordial 
greetings to the members of our Home Depart- 
ment. 

Owing to the necessary business absences of 
Bro. William H. Fry, for several years the 
valued superintendent of our Home Depart- 
ment, Mr. Richard W. West, Assistant Super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, has been elected 
superintendent of the Home Department in 
Mr. Fry's place, and we bespeak for Mr. West 
your loyal co-operation. 

In January next our school will celebrate its 
twentieth anniversary. We are anxious that 
our Home Department should by that time 
have taken a front rank in point of interest and 
efficiency. Mr. West is working hard to pro- 
mote this. How can you help? May I sug- 
gest some ways? 

1. Be faithful in giving to the lesson the re- 
| quired half-hour weekly. This is most impor- 
tant for yourself and the good work of the 
Department. 

2. Give a few moments daily to the readin 
of the Scripture selection for each day eaaenell 
at the head of each lesson. This daily reading 
you can count in the required half-hour. 

3. Mark faithfully your record of weekly 
reading, and have this record ready for the 
Visitor after the first of each quarter. The 
Home. Department superintendent keeps an 
individual record of each member's work. 

4- As a help in the home life, and in setting 
the standards for the future of the children of 
the home, we would strongly suggest that before 
each meal thanks be returned to the Giver of 





family be gathered together at morning or night 


| partment, 


How the Home Department 








for family worship, a portion of the Bible being 
read and prayer offered, or the Lord’s Prayer 
repeated by all. In thus honoring God his 
blessing will be upon the home. 

6. Try to get a neighbor or friend to join the 
Home Department. Secure their names on 
the enclosed card and hand it to the Visitors 
when they call, or send it to Mr. West or my- 
self. Write your name on the back of the card. 

7. Pray for the school during the school ses- 
sion on Sunday between 2.30 and 4. ‘This is a 
good time also to be looking over the lesson. 

8. Notify Mr. West or myself by postal if you 
should change your address or fail to receive 
your birthday letter. In some cases we may 
not have the birthday, or may have a wron 
address. : 

May He who brought a great blessing to the 
home of Bethany be welcomed to vour Fite and 
home, and make both His. 

Cordially yours, 
FRANK L. BROWN, 
Superintendent. 


% 


The Advantage to the Pastor 


It is said that the Home Department is 
‘*the strongest right arm ever given to a 
modern pastor of a church.’’ A pastor said 
onetime that he called the Visitors of his 
Home Department his assistant pastors, be- 
cause he could always rely on their standing 
by him. 

When on his round of calls he often meets 
those who are unable for one reason or an- 
other to attend the regular services of the 
church. He at once proceeds to tell them 
that there is a department in the church. for 
just such as they are, and explains the privi- 
leges and opportunities of the Home De- 
Without delay he sends one of 
his Visitors, who follows up his calls, and 
succeeds in securing their interest and their 


| membership in the Home Department. 


| 


New York is that of the Bushwick Avenue | 





all good. Also, whenever possible, that the | 


| 


Again, a pastor finds one who is perfectly 
After 
a conversation leading up to the point, he 
offers them a Home .Department quarterly, 
which he has tucked away in one of his 
numerous pockets for just such an emergency. 
He suggests that there are many good things in 
that which are well worth the reading, and 
asks them to read it carefully, not, of course, 
mentioning the word ‘‘join,’’ or ‘‘study.’’ 
He gives the name and address to one of his 
Visitors, who at the end of the quarter looks 
the person up, asks in an interested way how 
he enjoyed the book, offers another for the 
next quarter, and thus in time succeeds in 
securing. him as a member, and often as an 
active worker in the church. 

At another place where he calls there may 
be an invalid shut away from all the cheering 
influences of the world. He notifies one of 
his faithful workers, who looks up the neg- 








Fooled the Preacher 


A Doctor’s Brother Thought Postum was 
Coffee | 


A wise doctor found out coffee was 
hurting him so he quit drinking it. 

He was 60 busy with his practice, how- 
ever, that his wife had to write how he 
fooled his brother, a clergyman, one day 
at dinner. She says: 

‘** Doctor found coffee was injuring him 
and decided to give Postum a trial, and 
we have used it now for four years with 
continued benefit. In fact, he is now 


| free from the long train of ills that fol- 


low coffee drinking. 

‘*To show how successful we are in 
making Postum properly, I will relate 
an incident. At a dinner we gave, 
Doctor suggested that we serve Postum 
instead of ordinary coffee. 

‘*Doctor’s brother, a clergyman, sup- 
posed it was old-fashioned coffee and 
remarked, as he called for his second cup, 
‘If you do preach against coffee, I see you 
haven’t forgotten how to make it.’” 

This goes to show that well-made— 
fully boiled—Postum has much the 
flavor and richness of good coffee al- 
though it has an individuality all its 
own. A ten days’ trial will prove that it 
has none of the poisonous effect of ordi- 
nary coffee but will correct the troubles 
caused by coffee. ‘*There’s a reason.” 
Name furnished by Postum Co., Ltd., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Gen. 28: 1-5, 10-22) 





lected one, and assists the pastor in making 
her feel that some one again cares for her 
soul by visiting her frequently, making her 
thro the Home Department a member of 
the school, where perhaps she used to be 
an interested worker, carrying her the les- 
sons to study, and any papers and: books en- 
joyed by the rest of the school, thus making 
her feel that she is again one of them. 

Then, too, the Home Department Visitors 


’ on their round of calls often get into homes 


where a pastor never goes, indeed often 
where he would not be welcome until the 
Visitor has prepared the way. Little by 
little, she interests them in the lessons, the 
church, and the services. She watches her 
opportunity. Some one in the family is ill, 
or some terrible calamity overtakes them. 
She mentions the pastor, creates a desire in 
them to see him, he is notified, calls, and 
thus a new field is opened up to him, that 
possibly he would not have known of other- 
wise. Thus the pastor and the Home De- 
* partment go hand in hand, each helping the 
other, and together doing a mighty work for 
the Master.— Zila Louise Hackett, Phila- 
delphia. 2 


Capturing the Pool-Room 


In a quiet little railroad’ town in the heart 
of the Alleghenies there lives a German lady 
over sixty years of age who is superintendent 
of a flourishing Home Department. When 
the Home Department was still- small, the 
superintendent acted as a Visitor, and assisted 
in delivering the monthly Sunday-school les- 
sons to their members. In doing this she 
had to pass a pool-room, poorly-managed, 
illy-kept, the room almost constantly clouded 
with tobacco- and cigarette- smoke, and, in 
fact, it was a central loafing-place for a lerge 
crowd of young men who indulged in pro- 
fanity and vulgarity: 

The superintendent was always on the 


lookout for opportunities of doing personal | 


work, and since she had known all these 
young men since their babyhood, she ven- 
tured into their loafing-place, handed each 
of them a lesson-leaf, spoke a kind word to 
all, paying special attention to the manager, 
who was the leader of the crowd, asked 
them to study the lesson, and cordially in- 
vited them to Sunday-school, This visit was 
repeated time after time, and had its effect ; 
for after some months the superintendent was 
told that a surprise was awaiting her on the 
following Sunday. In the meantime, the 
leader of the crowd was converted, the pool- 
room disbanded, and he brought his whole 
crowd into the Sunday-school and taught 


Spreads the Gospel Message 








them as a class. No record is given of the 
members of the class, but to-day that same 
young man who was leading a crowd of 
young men astray is president of a very 
flourishing Christian Endeavor Society. It 
is the kind word, the tender look, and intense 
love for souls that bring men to Christ.— 
William Stahl, General Secretary, P. R. R. 
Y. M. C. A., Juniata, Pa. 
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A Spring Rally Service 


The spring would be a good time to havea 
Rally Day for the Home Department. In 
these days we hear of schools that have both 
fall and spring rallies. The way to conduct 
a rally service is shown by the program of a 
successful one held in the First Baptist 
Church of Charlotte, North Carolina, as fol- 
lows : 

PROGRAM 


Music, by Richardson Orchestra. 
Singing, by School. 

Prayer, by Mr. T. A. Adams. 
Singing, by School. 

Words of welcome to the members of the Home 
Department, by Miss Carrie McLain. 
Response, by Mr. J. W. Brown and Mrs. W. G. 

Rogers. 
Solo, by Miss Baird. 
Singing, by School. 
Reading of Lesson, by I. W. Durham. 
Selection, by Richardson Orchestra. 
Lesson Study. 
Singing, by School. 
The Work of the Home Department, by Miss 
Carrie Booker. 
Announcements. 
Closing Hymn. 
4 


Did You Ever Try This? 


Every Sunday- school, having a Home 
Department should advertise its ‘‘ outside 
work,’’ There are many ways in which this 
can be done. An instance comes from an 
Indiana school where the superintendent 


spoke of the vast amount of work done, and | 
added: ‘* The Home Department superin- | 


tendent has made during the [first] year 600 
calls, and has received 250 calls on Home 
Department work at her own home. -The 


ladies of the visiting circles (many of whom , 


are present, and if they will please rise the 


Sunday-school may know them better) have | 


made among the members 1200 calls. They 
have distributed quarterlies, collected re- 
ports, and extended kind and Christian 
greetings to many strangers. The church is 


surely indebted to them for their labor of | 


love.’’ 





A Mailing-Card Method 


The mailing-card is a great convenience in securing members for the Home Depart- 


ment. A Chicago school adds many recruits for Bible study through the distribution of 


eards containing this matter : 





SABBATH SCHOOL, 12 M. 


TO THE SUPERINTENDENT 


enrolled in the 








NOTE.—Members of the Home 
Department are supplied with lesson 


members of the Sunday-school in 
every respect. They are visited at 
least once every three months by a 
representative of the school. 








Solicited by... . 





FIFTH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





*RAVENSWOOD, CHICAGU,. . ...... . . 100 


TABERNACLE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


_ The undersigned, residing at number. ............... 
being unable at the present time to regularly attend the Sunday-school, desire to be 


The HOME DEPARTMENT 


and agree to study the regular Sunday-school lesson, unless Providentially hindered, 
at least one half hour each week, and to notify you when it is desired to discontinue. 


helps, etc., and are accounted as OE i) SR EO ae ae Be 


AFTERNOON CLASS, 3.30 


. . Street 


NAMES 
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For Whom 
Is Life Insurance? 


“Te is not for the rich, nor the independent, nor the 
selfish. It is for the man who recognizes responsibility ; 
for the man who will discriminate—who wiil take the 
money he needs for other things and put it in Life Insur- 
ance because he sees that the protection of his loved ones 
after his departure is the greatest need of all. Sucha ‘- 
is worth insuring, and such a man should be sure of his 


insu: 


“The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


offers such'a man something as good as 

gold ; a bond of the United States could : 

be no better. Its policies give the maximum of security at 
the minimum of cost. In sixty-four years of ‘history it 
has paid more money to beneficiaries than any other Com- 

pany in the world. If you have obligations ; if your life 

means something to others, insurance Is for you. In- 

vestigate the cost of absolute protection in the 
Mutual Life. — 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies consult our 
nearest agent, or write direct to 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, 
N.Y. 






























CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 


Typewriters Patent Lawyers 


OS A : TE q real typewriter NVENTIONS needéd to prevent wrecks and save 
geo ae ee hitb aan I labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent 
manifolding, mimeograph stencil, cutting. Visible Lawyers, Box B, Washington, D.C, Estab. 1861. Book- 
writing, intirchanapable type, rints from ribbon. Im- | let free. References : vite e J. pal, A. M. McLach- 
perfect alignment impossib!e. Will stand hardest wear; | lin, banker, Wash., D.C.; Rev. E.B, Palmer, Phila., Pa. 
pacticnny accident proof. Agents wanted. Write | —— —_ —_— 














ostal ‘l'ypewriter Co., Dept. 54, Norwalk, Conn. Travel 
Poultry A TRAMP among the Al A Swiss, a professor in 


- Oberlin College, familiar with Switzerland, will 
| D2 you keep poultry? Buy Silver Wyandotte eggs | take a party of boys and young men for a tramp 

for hatching. $2.50 or $2.00 for 15. Grand strain. | among the Alps next summer. For particulars write 
24 years of expert breeding. Also offer pullets and | to Professor F, Anderegg, Oberlin, Ohio. 


cockerels. Address, E. C. Wasmann, Maple Hill | —_— 
“For The Home” 


Poultry Farm, Knoxville, Tenn, R. D, No. 12. 
HODE Island Reds; Light Brahmas ; White, Buff, . : wee 3 » Pa 
Barred and Black Rocks ; Buff, White, Golden RED CEDAR CHESTS AND BOX COUCHES 
| and Silver Wyandottes; Brown, Buff and White Leg- _ direct from factory to home. Shipped on approval, 
| horns; Black Monicas and Black Javas. Hardy, pro- | freight prepaid. Best and cheapest protection for furs 
lific, farm bred, fine stock. For birds, moderate prices, | and woolens against moths, dust and dampness. Beau- 
or.“ eggs to hatch” at 10 cents each, write Walter | tiful present. Write for booklet and prone? Liars Pied- 
Sherman (Sunnydale), Newport, R. 1. mont Furniture Co., Dept. 88. Statesville, N.C. 


| Opportunities Bank By Mail - 
| 




















$23-400 represents the annual salaries of positions now WE y 4% interest compounded semiannually on 
open on our books. i i i 


Free registration. -‘‘ No po- every dollar deposited. Booklet ‘‘K’’ containing 
sition—no pay,”” Registration form ‘T sent on angie. full details, sent on request. Capital and surnne—e,- 
tion. The Kinsley « We a. 


-Drake Co., 245 Broadway, 500,000.00. Commonwealth Trust Co., Pittsburgh. 








ELIABLE MEN WANTED-—To sell Automatic 
R woll-civenin Curry Comb ead other specialties. Hardwood Floors 
oney-making opportunity for hustlers. rite for P 
ieeeedactery ° or with Guemenne, Clean Comb Co., LAS ee hak sar aoe aoe, | P 
SS. 2 ee catalog ; v tells all about it. E. R. Newcomb, 14 E. 








} ° Monroe St., Chicago, 1. 
Coins—Stamps 
paid for rare 1853 quarters. Keep all money Hotels 

$5- 75 coined before 1875, and send roc. at once for —— a 

a set of 2 coin and stamp value books. It may mean a for- THE HAMILTON 14th & K Sts., N. W. Washing- 

tune to you. C. F, Clarke & Co., Dept. 46, Le Roy,N.Y. ton, D. C. A modern, home-like hotel on the 

== American plan; good table; liberal management; 

STAMP COLLECTORS. One thousand all different | splendid location ; convenient to all places of interest ; 
| foreign postage, $2 ; five hundred, 75c.; three hun- ransients accommodated, $2:50 per day and u 
| dred, 30c.; two hundred, r2c. All post free with large por particulars and booklet address 

roprietor. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 











Irving O. Bah 


price list. Edward Y. Parker, Toronto, Canada. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 











Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.21. George H. Springer, 





MAGIC LANTERNS, STEREOPTICONS 


CH U RCH for illustrating sermons, giving entertain- 
aE ments, illustrating hymns. Finest collec- 


SCH 0 OL tion of slides. rge catalogue FREE. 


MCALLISTER 45'Nessou Sts,N. Y. 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFL] 


Of purest refined co! 












The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 





mM iy & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P. O.. N.Y. 








Manager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


Chime BELLS a4 
Peal ticSuane Be. Founsey mw herr 











Send ten cents for a sample set of The 
Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 































The Cook of Spotless Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

*Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the peaney baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


-[till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 














Two raat anal TREE. 





valuable and attractive 
“How to te tells ev thing a 


Ete 
other, a b plete samp! book. with, vast 


Coser, lor. mignine ener a 


like new). Varnishes, eome. - w et a. wove 
harmoniz r selections an - won 

low prices, We own our own big paint factory and 
sell you direct on the basis of material and labo 
cost one-half what you must pay all othera,. Our 
paint is guaranteed ufo ‘surta see aw easiest 
working, covers Gouble. ste, twice as 
long as ae OU YOU Bt ag OFITS. 


es this, OR PR Morris 


es or choice of 
of other valuable 
once and get the paint boo 
SEARS, ROEBUCK & co., i, atenee. 







according to our revised, f.. tiveral 


~ than ever plan of shar- 
ing preaes with our 
cus fomets all fully 

On « The Road”’ 
And It’s Really Lots of Fun 
An Indiana woman solved the food 


explained in the pf 
ox ne aa Write a 

uestion with good sound reasoning. 

he says: 








‘‘ For almost ten years I suffered from | 


poor health, which was plainly the result 
of improper food. 

‘*] was always drowsy, had headache, 
stomach trouble, was getting a sallow 
complexion—in short was simply miser- 
able. 

‘*Yet I did not realize the real cause 
of my trouble until recently. I have 

iven Grape-Nuts and the exercises | 


in the little’ book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- | 


ville” (whieh -I found in the pkg.), a 
thorough trial, and they have worked 
wonders for me. 

‘*I noticed a change from the oa. 
nin My headache disappeared, and 
at the end’of the first week my“stomach 
did not trouble me so much. 

‘** Now, in less than amonth, my nerves | 
are strong, and I begin to have some 
ambition to do things. I have gained 
six pounds, and feel full of life. 

** Grape-Nuts food, with cream, makes 
a delicious dish, and I never grow tired 
of it. I consider ‘‘The Road to Well- 


ville” one of the most valuable books | 


ever printed, for I owe my present good 
health to it and Grape-Nuts.” Name 
iven by Postum Co.. Battle Creek, 
fich. Get the book from your package. 
** There’s a reason.” 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, April 7, 1907. The Consecration 
of One Day in Seven (Jer. 17 : 19-27). 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MON.—God sanctified the Sabbath (Gen, 
2: I-3). 

TUES.—We should sanctify it (Exod. 3%: 
12-14). 


WED.—A covenant (Exod. 31 : 15-17). 
THURS,—A staunch Sabbath-keeper (Neh. 


13 : 15-22). 
FRI.—Jesus kept it (Luke 4 : 16-24). 
Sat.—The day he arose (Luke 24 : 1-7). 











Tell how the Sabbath was kept by the Jews. 


What are some perils that threaten our 
Sabbath ? 


Cite some good literature on the Sabbath 
question. 


NE day in seven is needed for a 
day of physical rest. Besides the 
daily ead at night, it is best to 

have thé weekly day of rest. Even ani- 
mals need it, and what they need for the 
best interests of their bodies, we need 
for ours. Machinery, also, is better for 
an occasional rest when the friction 
cools and the molecules are given a rest. 
Railroad engines are not driven all the 
time. There is no waste in a weekly 
cessation from toil for physical reasons. 
Contractors testify that labor which is 
given a weekly rest and uses it, can 
produce more than labor worked con- 
tinuously. “ 


One day in seven is needed for a day 
of mental rest. Our minds ought not 
to be incessantly and- without release 
bound to one set of thoughts or duties. 
They grow small and contracted if they 
are not given a wider range. We need 
lone day. to read different books and 

apers. One of the curses of the Sun- 

ay paper is that it fills Sunday with the 

same notions and imaginations which 

fill the other days, and sends the mind 

unrefreshed back to its daily toil again. 
% 


One day in seven is needed for a day 
of spiritual rest, of elevation of the Spirit 
above things ‘and all transitory and 
lower concerns, The soul too often gets 


cares crowded into the week, and with- 


of release would be overwhelmed. God 
ought to be heard every day and in all 
things, and every duty ought to be done 
as being his living and personal will. 
But we shall the more easily realize this 
duty if we have one day each week in 
which we turn aside to dwell on it, and 
to walk with God in special intimacy. 





% 


And the great blessing of the Lord’s 
Day to us is just this illustrative and 
educational value of it. It is not meant 
to be used as a day holier than other 
days, and atoning for their secularity. 
It is meant to show us how near God 
would be at all times to us, and how 
richly all our life may be filled with him. 
If one day can be lived to God, and with 
God, all days can be lived so, The 
wonder is that we do not live them so. 
“% 
| No individual or family or community 
or nation can abandon the Sabbath Day 
without suffering for it. They will be 


| poorer financially, intellectually, and | 
They*»may not think: of | 


'spititually. 
tracing their losses to their neglect of a 
| Sabbath Day, but if they would turn 
from their forgetfulness and disobe- 
dience, and ‘‘remember the Sabbath 
Day to keep it holy,” they would soon 
experience the blessed gain of it. 

% 


| God observed the Sabbath Day in the 
|creation long before there was any 
| Fourth Commandment. 

The law of the Sabbath is a law writ- 
ten on our natures, not merely on tables 
of stone. 


buried under the mass of interests and | 


out a periodic breathing-spell and time | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





MORTGAGE CO. 


_ Offers at par and accrued interest, payable on 





(Lesson for April 7) MARCH 23, 1907 


Pears’ 


There’s a unique 





WINNE 


OF WICHITA, KANSAS 


Paid-Up Capital, $250,000 adaptability about 


_ Pears’ Soap. It makes 
the child enjoy its bath, 
helps the mother pre- 


demand 


5% SERIES “D” 
LAND CREDIT BONDS 


; Denominations: 
$50, $100,. $200; 0, $300,-$500, 
$1,000, Peo and $10,000. 


These bonds, plus accrued interest, will be 
cashed at any time upon presentation. ‘ 

The busi of this pany. was established 
in 1889. Since that time up to December 3, 
1906, it has negotiated $5,447.13 ™% in 1 
loans. No investor ever lost a doi 
quired a foot of land in foreclosure. 


The Winne Mortgage Co. PANsis J 


serve her complexion, 
and the man of the 
finds 
quite so good for sha- 





house nothing 











ving. 





Have you used Pears’ 
Soap? 


2 Pears’ the soap for the whole family. 


Round Trip 
to Seattle 


From Chicago for the Chris- 

tian Endeavor Convention 

at Seattle, Washington, 
July 10 to 15, via the 


Chicago 
Milwaukee G St. Paul 
Railway 








A Correct Translation 


makes the Bible its own commentary on hundreds 
of disputed passages. A translation into current 
English ex _ many texts that have been mys- 


Ba American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


is just the original Bible cor- 

rectly translated into present- 

wi day English: It represents 

; ears of complete devotion by 
; =e greatest iblical scholars of 


.. The Teachers’ Edition of the 
American Standard Bible com 

Concise wepioaney 
Combined Concordance, hne 
and illustrations. Talk 
tim the Teachers’ Meet- 
ie best teachers cannot 
hout it. 

' Write for Our Free Book 
**How We Got Our American Standard 
Bible,’’ which gives full information. The Ameri- 
can Standard Bible 3 is 35c. to $18.00, according to 
size and binding. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible publishers for 50 years 
37a East 18th St.. New York 



















Tickets on sale June 20 to 

july 12, 1907. Final return 

imit, September . 15, 1907. 

Choice of routes. Stop-overs 

allowed at all points within 
final return limit. 


For further information re- 








garding rates, routes, or 
reservations, address 











G0) STAMPS. 2:2 pu ore aie 

F. A. MILLER 

General Passenger Agent, Chicago, or UNION STAMP CO. AG ERTS. WA NED 
W. 8, OWE BUSA SOURSE etal ie oi 


General Eastern Agent, 381 Broadway, 
New York 








World’s S. S. Convention, 
1907. he ee tour, only 5160 
nses, 











Rev. L. D. Sendai” Waterto wn S., Mass 
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_ Maule’s Pansies 


carefu red 
ae. of all and 
handsomes 


¢ and tha riche 
Pansies known, ntains 
all the productions of 
American and E 
Specialists that are 
meritorious, Panay seed 
is very high priced, and it 
is next to im ble for 
the average flower lover 
to buy all the new sorts. 


== 2 to 334 “inches across, 
= and in full 


yf 
/ 


For ten 2-cent stamps 
=” I will send one el of 
-. these er _& oe 
Sectnet th a 
Seed Book for, 
io0r ; MEE 000 copia of this! 
book have been 
mailed, at a cost more 
than $45,000. It contains 
69 Specialties in Flowers 
and 63 Specialties in V: 
tables (many of which cannot 
obtained elsewhere) as well as 
everything else, old or n 


iyi! wit 4g) 


= ing, . Bulbs, 
etc. Itis the best ve 
published in the last ears. If 

‘ou make a ng, 


) you iy ougi 
mailed together with a et of these choicest 
another order; it is good for 20 cents. of all Pansies to anyone sending me 20 cents. 





WM. HENRY MAULE, 1787 Filbert St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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